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“As [a] rapper NLE Choppa [has] reached a level of success… that few athletes, and even fewer teenagers, could dream of.” – Commercial Appeal
 
 
https://www.commercialappeal.com/story/entertainment/music/2020/08/17/nle-choppa-top-shotta-memphis-rap-bryson-potts/3368812001/
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In the midst of this, Potts recently earned his high school diploma and saw the
birth of his first child. All that, and he won’t turn 18 until November.

The Memphis native has spent much of the past year in Los Angeles, where he
relocated to complete work on “Top Shotta” and build his budding NLE (No Love
Entertainment) empire. If his breakout hit “Shotta Flow,” its various sequels and
further follow-ups like “Camelot” showed he had a knack for vivid, often violent
street rap, then the new album showcases the full range of his styles with more
revealing personal anthems like “Paranoid” and “Depression.”
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“I was trying to make sure it was more of a different side of NLE. I wanted to have
all types of songs. And I wanted to cause controversy too — for people to say, 'How
he gonna go from making hype songs to trying to be more melodic?' I was mainly
trying to show my versatility.”

Potts — whose mother was born in Jamaica — says that reggae icon Bob Marley
was a lodestar for his more melodic excursions on the new album. “[Marley’s]

been one of the biggest influences on my flow. I always wanted to be more melodic
but he showed the way. I'm Jamaican too, so I'm gonna run with it,” he says
laughing.
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The 20 tracks on “Top Shotta” boast plenty of star power as well, with Lil Baby,
Roddy Ricch and Chief Keef among the guests. “Most of the features I got was
people I really looked up to before I blew up,” says Potts. “I didn’t want too many
features. I just wanted the right ones. And I got that.”
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The confidence that NLE Choppa operates with belies his age and experience. Less
than three years ago, he was just a teenage Lil Wayne fan writing raps in his
bedroom. In late 2017, he put out his first song, “No Love Anthem.” The immediate
response to the song on YouTube convinced him that music could be a viable
career.

“I didn’t know how much of an impact I could have until I dropped that first song,”
he says. “It got 100,000 views. I said if I can get 100,000 views on just audio with
barely a fan base, then I know what I can do if I keep pushing. That right there was
everything I needed to know — that I was cut out for the job I was trying to get.”

His next song, “Shotta Flow,” would prove to be a career- and life-changing
moment, and a modern Memphis classic — though Potts says the track was almost
created as a kind of reaction against what was happening in the Bluff City.

“I was hearing a lot of Memphis rap at that time, and it all sounded the same to me.
There was a lot of [producer] Tay Keith kind of beats. I felt like everybody was
doing them kind of beats. So I just got outside my box and I did a whole new type
of beat. I was really trying to be different as hell. And it just blew up.”
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Blow up, is putting it mildly. Released in
early 2019, the video for the song —
which cost just $150 to shoot — was an
immediate viral sensation, generating
millions of views within the first month;
“Shotta Flow” currently has been seen
more than 154 million times on YouTube.
That spring, the track would hit the
Billboard Top 40, stay on the charts for
seven weeks, and earn him a double
platinum plaque for the song.

WS
NLE Choppa performs at the 2019 Beale Street Music
Festival, part of the Memphis in May International
Festival at Tom Lee Park in Downtown Memphis. Brad
Vest / Commercialappeal.com
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Young, charismatic and suddenly very hot, Potts became the subject of intense
music industry interest. He immediately hired a manager, his mother, Angeleta
Ellis Potts, aka Mama Choppa. “When I dropped ‘Shotta Flow,” I made sure she got

on board with being my manager,” says Potts. “’Cause I didn’t really trust nobody
else. I made sure I had everything in order and in place.”
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After months of speculation — and with
Choppa reportedly turning down several
multi-million-dollar label offers and
briefly going with indie UnitedMasters —
he eventually secured a partnership with
Warner Music in late 2019.

“On the business side of it they said I
could own my masters, and they gave me
my own label. At 17, I felt like that was a
whole win in that situation,” he says. “If
you want to grow, you have to have
ownership. So that was important. And I
want to sign artists for sure. I've got two
artists I'm supposed to be signing. That
what’s in the future for NLE.”

What Choppa won’t be doing, in the

Memphis rapper NLE Choppa released his debut full-
length "Top Shotta" earlier this month. Travis Shinn
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immediate future at least, is playing shows. The COVID-19 pandemic forced him to
push back the release of “Top Shotta,” which was originally slated for March, and
ultimately scrap plans to tour and do the rounds of summer music festivals.
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“Missing shows, you don’t get a chance to interact with your fans and perform
these songs,” he says. “It’s cool, though — I mean, it ain’t cool, but it's cool. We’re
gonna get through this [virus]. Just gotta stay positive.”

In the meantime, Potts is busy promoting his new album in the press and with a

new mini-documentary film. “I'm still going hard. There’s still a lot of work I gotta
do.”
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That includes work on the next LP, which he promises will open up even more
musical sides of his personality. “I don’t like people to expect the same things from
me,” he says. “I love to be different. That what I been about.”
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Meet Memphis rapper NLE Choppa.
At just 17, he's ready to build a hip-
hop empire

Bob Mehr Memphis Commercial Appeal
Published 10:00 p.m. CT Aug. 16, 2020
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NLE Choppa through the years
Memphis rapper NLE Choppa through the years
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A few years ago, Bryson Potts seemed like he was destined for big things on the
basketball court. A highly touted eighth-grader, he was hailed as one of the
Memphis area's top prep prospects. He went onto brief, troubled but highlight-
filled stints at Houston and Cordova high schools — then, he abruptly walked away
from the game.

“I couldn’t take the authority part of it,” he says of his ill-fated organized sports
career. “I had attitude problems. I was getting in trouble. It was just problems. It
was either stop hooping or change how I act. I said, if I gotta change myself, then
this ain’t for me.”

Instead, Potts found an outlet where his natural rebel stance could serve as an
asset: in hip-hop. As rapper NLE Choppa, he’s reached a level of success — money,
fame and career control — that few athletes, and even fewer teenagers, could
dream of.
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Earlier this month, Potts capped what’s been a meteoric 18-month rise, with the
release of his first full-length album for Warner Music, “Top Shotta.” The disc
follows a series of singles and an EP that took him from viral sensation to Billboard
hitmaker, sparking a multi-million-dollar label bidding war for his services, and
made him one of the most talked about young stars in music.




