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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA CULTURE AND VALUES

Saweetie grew up hopping between the Bay and Sacramento areas, graduating from
Monterey Trail High School in Elk Grove in 2011. The moniker Saweetie began as a
childhood nickname from her grandmother that she used on social media and
evolved into her persona along with the glam style she dubs “ICY.”

Saweetie has become accustomed to occupying multiple spaces during her 26 years,
regionally and culturally. Her mother is of Chinese and Filipino descent, and her
father is Black. She said her identity was “an appreciated struggle” growing up.

“There was a conflict of cultures and values,” Saweetie said. “So, growing up as a
child it was confusing. However I'm very grateful for that experience because it
allowed me to know that just because groups aren’t the same, it doesn’t mean they
aren’t equally important. I took that out into the real world and was able to be
familiar with different cultures and people and how they operate.”

As part of the ramp up for the release of her album, Saweetie teamed up with
fashion brand PrettyLittleThing for a collection titled “At Home With,” and is
donating all proceeds to Black Lives Matter.
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Spending time in the Bay Area and Sacramento growing up gave her a well-rounded
experience culturally, according to Saweetie, as the two places have their own
identities.

“The Bay is super saturated in a good way with culture,” Saweetie said. “Being
unique, being stylish, being my own person, people in the Bay take pride in that.
Sacramento is slower than the Bay area. I really love the country-esque feeling of it.
It’s very homey. A lot of my pre-teen and teenage memories that I’'m super fond of
happened in Sacramento.”

What Saweetie said she takes from both places is a practical sensibility. She says
being from Northern California is what keeps her humble because people here “are
so down to earth,” and that helps her not let success go to her head.

“I come from a working-class family,” Saweetie said. “I know what it feels like to
graduate college and rent rooms off of Craigslist and to not have money in my
account. So, because I was able to experience that struggle, I don’t want to go back to
that. So, ’'m very conscious of my money, but when I do reach my goals and hit my
mark, I do spoil myself. I go shopping.”
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Saweetie made college a priority after high school, completing her degree in
communications and business from University of Southern California. When it
comes to education, she feels like everyone needs it.

“Not in the sense of what you’re learning in class,” Saweetie said, “but the invaluable
skills you learn through responsibility, through interacting with different groups of
people, through challenging yourself when you’re not necessarily strong on a certain
skill set. It gave me the confidence as a human being to be more business-minded
and to be a go-getter.”

After college, Saweetie’s creative talent made waves with her car raps, freestyles she
wrote and performed over beats on her car stereo in Oakland in 2016, that went
viral on Instagram. She released her first hit single and video “Icy Grl” in 2017,
which started as a car rap over Khia’s “My Neck My Back.” After garnering millions
of views, was signed to the Warner Bros. Records in 2018. She released her debut EP
“High Maintenance” in March 2018. But the success of “My Type” and her
subsequent “Icy” EP in 2019 is what turned Saweetie into a multi-platinum selling
artist and leveled her up on the national stage.

“I definitely feel like I was at the forefront of the artists that were utilizing social
media to jump-start our careers,” Saweetie said. “It’s like going to social media is like
the new streets, people aren’t handing out mix tapes on the corners anymore they’re
going to social media to go viral. That’s how you get your foot into the door.”




image9.png
WHY SHE CHOSE THIS ALBUM TITLE

A self-proclaimed homebody, Saweetie said she’s been using her time in quarantine
to focus on the new music about to drop. She said “Tap In” and “Pretty B*tch Music”
are the work she is most proud of. In the past, she relied on others’ opinions more
than her own, but has learned through experience that trust in oneself is of the
utmost importance as an artist.

About the album title, Saweetie said: “The reason I chose that name is I that I really
wanted to change the discourse about what ‘pretty’ and ‘bitch’ mean. Like with ‘High
Maintenance,” for me, it means a lot of care. With ‘pretty,’ I hear and I see often on
social media of girls that feel they’re not pretty, so I want to make every woman feel
bomb and pretty again, because I come from a family where all the women are
confident, but none of us look the same. Then for ‘bitch’ (it) means Boss,
Independent, Tough, Creative and, you know, we’re from the West Coast, so H means

Hyphy »

“Tap In’ pays love and homage to Too $hort,” according to Saweetie, who sampled
his 2006 hit “Blow the Whistle” and also has an underlying message of “tapping in.”
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“I really just love it.” Saweetie said. ““Tap in’ is like ‘My Type’ but on steroids. Given
the political climate in America right now, I plan to do a lot of things, tapping-in to
social issues, tapping into different things that are going on. I'm tapped-in to the
culture and tapped-in to what America is going through right now. Yes, I'm releasing
new music, but I'm also tapped-in to this political climate.”

Saweetie lives in Los Angeles and has been dating rapper Quavo from Migos since
2018, so she travels to Miami when she can.

“I love Miami,” Saweetie said. “I feel like wherever I travel affects my style, what 'm
thinking and what I’'m feeling.”

On Monday, BET announced Saweetie’s nomination for a BET Award in the “Best
Female Hip Hop Artist” category.

Saweetie has big plans for the future. She sees herself as a mogul like Rihanna who
she said is “a good blueprint” for expanding her reach in fashion, producing other
artists and acting.

But amid all her plans, new music and major label success, something Saweetie has
not forgotten to do is come back to Sacramento to interact with young people and
fans. On May 29 she teamed up with the Sacramento Kings for their In This Together
initiative, surprising the Monterrey Trail class of 2020 on Zoom and a participating
in a virtual studio session during which she took questions from fans.
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Saweetie said outreach like this is important to her because, “I know what it feels
like to have these career goals, but no one that looked like me was coming back and
speaking, so it wasn’t the best position to be in to look for inspiration. So, I want to
go back and show people who look like me that you can do whatever you put your
mind to. Being an artist, not a lot of people make it successfully. But I did it, so it
shows them that they can do it, too.”
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California rapper Saweetie to drop the single
‘Tap In’ and explains her new project title
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Northern California rapper Saweetie is set to release the single “Tap In” this week and her album “Pretty B*tch
Music” will be released in July. BRANDON ALMENGO
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Saweetie fans hungry for new music for the last year from the multi-platinum
rapper will get what they’ve been waiting for on Wednesday, when Warner Records
drops “Tap In,” her first new single since 2019’s smash hit “My Type,” with a full
album called “Pretty B*tch Music” to follow in July.

“My Type” was the song of summer 2019 for me. It hadn’t been long since I moved
back to Sacramento, my hometown, when the single found itself on repeat in my
iTunes. When I heard Saweetie come in with “Hennessy on my lips,” followed by
that unmistakable horn sample from Petey Pablo’s “Freek-A-Leek” sounding off on
the radio while heading west on Highway 50 during my daily commute, I invariably
rolled down the windows and turned it up loud.

Maybe it was the schoolyard chant element to the hook in “My Type” or the
assertiveness of the lyrics, but Saweetie’s cheeky attitude towards sex and ambition,
being upfront about having high standards and high expectations, brought me back
to music from my high school days in Rancho Cordova when we obsessed over early
2000s hip-hop queens like Nicky Minaj, Lil’ Kim and Trina, and to my 20s in Oakland,
where Too $hort and E-40 from nearby Vallejo reigned supreme. It reminded me of
the irreverent outlook my friends and I had growing up when we were unabashedly
focused on nothing but ourselves, our futures and our good time.
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“My Type” evoked a time, a place and an ambience in a way a new piece of music
has not done for me in quite a while. While the experience of music is personal, the
song’s multi-platinum success shows Saweetie’s potential for wide appeal. Since
then, I've been waiting on the edge of my seat to see what else this relatively young
and new artist has to bring to the table.

The early 2000s nostalgia that I experienced when first getting into Saweetie’s music
may stem from the fact that Saweetie, born Diamanté Harper, is also from Northern
California and brings that regional aesthetic to her music.

“One of my favorite rappers is Too $hort,” Saweetie said. “If you listen to Bay Area
hip-hop, it’s very fly. It’s not necessarily punchlines, but like a fly way of describing
what’s happening to us or how we’re feeling. It’s super conversational and very
relatable.”




