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The most captivating and essential hip-hop and R&B
music coming out of the DMV this month
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By Lawrence Burney

Oct. 28, 2020 at 4:00 a.m. PDT

With the region’s hip-hop and R&B scene in a state of perpetual invention, area artists continue to
generate music worthy of national attention and hometown adoration. This column rounds up some of
the most captivating, entertaining and essential new songs, projects and music videos coming from the

DMV — from Northern Virginia to Baltimore and everywhere between.
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Baltimore rapper Shordie Shordie. (Charlie Preacher)
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Shordie Shordie featuring Rico Nasty, "Feelings"

Earlier this year Shordie Shordie became the first Baltimore rapper to have a single reach platinum
status: “Bitchuary,” which was released in late 2018. That stat is a bit mind-blowing, given how many
catchy tracks the city has produced in the past two decades, but it does show promise for a place that
has yet to find its mainstream rap star. Shordie could be the one who finally breaks through, though.
His music doesn’t sound as if it’s from anywhere in particular — unlike most of his peers, who are

instantly identifiable by their Baltimore accents.

Shordie Shordie’s music is universal Internet rap, in that he is unafraid to place his scratchy-voiced
melodic flows onto whatever production matches his mood on any given day. That approach is probably
why he and his fellow Marylander Rico Nasty (whose formula mirrors Shordie’s) mesh so well on his
newly released track “Feelings.” In production, the track is simple: rolling 808s, crunchy bass hits and
winding synths loop throughout, while the two nonchalantly boast about having the type of charm that

makes people who barely know them fall under their spell.




