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hatinspired me o
getmoney?” Saweetie asks. “I wanted toget my
‘nails and my hair doneallthe time.” Sheisn't
beingfacetious. The Bay Areanative, who's
currentlylaiduponatanleather chairata
salon down the street from her apartmentin
Los Angeles'Studio ity area,is soaking off the
already-perfect cggshellgel on each toe during.
an Augustafternoon pedicure. When she casu-
allyraps about having *10 white toes n those:
Tory flip-flops” on her viral breakthroughhit,
“Iey Grl”it'sno fantasy. “The storyline for my
musicis  lygirlwho'saboss.”
Itquickly becomes clear that Sawestietalks
iowshe lives . Injust three years, the
26-year-oldwent from beinga recent Universi-
tyof Southern California graduate colecting.
coins asabrand ambassador for sportsevents
tocrackingtop 40 on the Billboard Hot 100
chartwith “My Type,”the Petey Pablo-sam-
plingdroptop anthem onwhich she spits out
eighe-figureyrics like they'r fire on her
tongue. Her two EPs, 2018’ High Maintenance
andthis year's Ly, have positioned her as one of
the most promising new rappers in the game,
courting collaborations with everyone from
Kehlani and pop singer Dua LipatoLil Wayne
and Quavo,towhomshe's been romantically
linked sincelast summer. On Instagram, she's
amassed 3.4millon fllowers and her songs on
Spotifyhave racked up millions of streams.
Despite her “aspirational” raps,as e de-
Saweetic hasa hustler's mentali-
atiablewill o win, whichis
essentialintoday's overcrowded musicland-
scape. “Thedooris easier togetin, butit's
hardertostayinthe room,”she says,che light
catchingthe diamond-stuffed “Icy” pendant
onher neck. “You seealot of things etting

recycled. For me, tsimportant chat [ try o
sustain myselfinallthat's goingon because
there'sanabundance of artists out ight now,
menandwomen.”

Branding has becomea ritical component
of Saweeties carcer, Where Megan Thee Stal
lion coined “Hot Girl Summer,” Saweetie has
staked her claimas the “Icy Gel"—or the “Icy
‘Wifey” on Twitter, where she has 246,000
followers and recently suggested that *Icy Girl
‘Winter”is approaching. Every item on her Icy
by Saweetie merch it ncluding the same ey
chainshe'srocking, has soldout. Today she's
wearingsplashy athicisure shorts from her
‘upcoming partnership with women's apparel
company PrettyLitteThing, She'salsoeyeinga
iquorsponsorship—after all she sings “Hen-
nessyonmy lips”on“My Type"—and onceher
pedicure wraps,she's headed fora session with
heracting coach n preparation forher first
role on an unspecified TV show.

‘These days, when she'sin Los Angeles,
‘Saweetie doesn't really have time o herself.
Her schedule through Christmasis completely.
‘bookedwith only one break for Thanksgiving.
“I el ke it's work n the beginning, butifyou
putout enough good music and you work your
ass o, eventually you could get toaplace
that's more comfortabl;”she says. Thatnsa-
tiable hunger for success s coded in herlin-
eage. Born Diamonté Harper, Saweetiewas
brought upina family based on ambition: Her
‘cousinis Zaytoven, the Adlanta producer who's
‘worked with Puture and Gueei Mane; her cous-
in's father s rapper MC Hammer and another
cousinisactress Gabrielle Union.

Saweetie gravitated towards musicon her
‘own. She listened to“Disney princess songs,”
and her motherintroduced her oartistslike
Lauryn Hill but she quickly learned she didn’t
have the vocal prowess to pursue singing.In-
stead,at 14, she began writing raps and per-
formed forthefirsttime in her Algebra l class,
lookingtoLil’Kimasinspiration (she sill
studiessome of herlive performances on You-
‘Tube). Her family moved around California
quiteabit—she went from Santa Clara to Hay-
ward,then Palo Alto to Sacramento—and she.
inevitably ended up enrollingat San Diego.
University before transferring o USCtostudy.
business and communications.

AUSC, Saweetiejuggled more than four
Jobs,including beinga receptionist,an office
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assistant and coding foraprofessor. Inbe-
tween writingessays and doing homework,
shekept the fre fucled to one day pursue her
‘musicdream. In September o 2016, after she
graduated, she began recording s-secondraps
over instrumentals from Jay-2's “Dead Pres
dents 11" and Migos' “Bad and Boujee” in the
driver'sseat of her ar. Amid working Nike
jobs and renting rooms off Craigslise she post-
edafreestyle over the beat from Khia's “My
‘Neck, My Back (Lick 0" planting the seed for
whatwould blossom nto “Icy Grl.” She re-
leased avideofor the trackin October of 2017
anditalmostinstantly became ahit,racking
upmore than 82 million YouTube views and
landinga feature placement on HBO's hit
dramedy, Insecure.

The labels came calling,and Saweetie
signed with Warner Recordsa few months
later.She put out High Maintenancelast March
and ywithin a year's ime,describingthemas
piecemeal projects that stand s “two dope:
playliss.” “She's very attuned to her fanbase:
andwhat's relatable to them—she’s notjust
tryingtodo stuffbecause i’ o the moment™
says Eesean Bolden, Senior Vice President of
A&Rat Warner Records, “Everythingis
thought-out and well strategized.” Adds her
manager, Max Gousse: “She'sa creative direc-
tor,a smart marketer anda yricist” Saweetie
knows that the pressure is highto delivera
full-length debut, bu she has her reservations.
“I'mscared,” she admits. “Id be lyingf L was
ke, Hellyeah, ' ready for analbum. '
scaredas fuck!”

Fornow,she's contemplating putting outa
longer EPto keep fans satiated. Shealso men-
tions that she's hoping torecord something
‘more substantial with Quavo anda producer
they bothadmire. “Before ever methim, Iwas.
afanofhis workandalwayswanted todoa
collaboration project with him,” she saysof the.
Migos member, “I¢s nterestinghow ourlives
have crossed paths.”

‘Afteran hour,the pedicure ticks oaclose:
andSaweetie'seet look perfect. Sheslips them
intofurry pink lides and etclesthe check. Her
Mercedes G-Class SUV is parked just outside.
‘The alonis tuckedintoastrip mal, wedged
nexttoa sweaty pzzajoint, but Saweetie
knows what she’s doing, Afterall she’sa
self-described “Yelper”and the place has 4.5
stars: I wouldntbring you nowhere janky."#
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