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2020 XXL Freshman Class: A Fresh View on Social Justice Roundtable Interview – Part 1 The Past
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Watch the 2020 XXL Freshman Class speak on their experiences in the past dealing with police, racism and more in

this roundtable discussion with Until Freedom below.
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The country is currently battling two pandemics: the coronavirus and police brutality in Black and Brown
communities. While the two issues are vastly different, neither can be ignored as they both have severely impacted
America. However, the topic of police brutality hits a bit closer to home for some and XXL has offered a platform for
the 2020 XXL Freshman class to discuss their experiences with police and racism with help from the social justice

organization Until Freedom.

After delivering freestyles, impromptu alphabet word associations and sharing charismatic rhymes with their peers in
cyphers, 2020 XXL Freshmen Polo G, NLE Choppa, Rod Wave, Calboy, Lil Tjay, Mulatto, Lil Keed, 24kGoldn, Chika,
Fivio Foreign and Jack Harlow had the opportunity to discuss some of the important topics facing the youth and
nation as a whole with their fellow classmates, alongside the founders of Until Freedom, activist Tamika D. Mallory,
rapper-activist Mysonne Linen, activist-lawyer Angelo Pinto and activist Linda Sarsour, for A Fresh View on Racism,
Politics and Social Justice. This conversation marks part 1, the past in which the Freshmen speak on their own
experiences with police brutality, racism and educating others. Part 2 arrives tomorrow, Sept. 17, and part 3

concludes on Sept. 18.
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Until Freedom was established in 2019, and strives to aid in the fight against systemic racism and racial injustice.
Members of the organization have been seen protesting around the country—at times with rappers—following the
many lives lost at the hands of police officers. Particularly, the most recent deaths of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery

and Breonna Taylor.

Racism has long existed in the U. S. However, back in May, the country unified and stood on each others' shoulders
following Black lives being blatantly taken by police officers. George Floyd, a Black man who died while being
arrested by a Minneapolis police officer, 25-year-old Ahmaud Aubery, who was killed by the son of a former police
office while jogging through his Georgia neighborhood, and Breonna Taylor, a 26-year-old EMT from Louisville, Ky. that
was shot and killed in her own home after police administered a “no-knock” warrant, have resulted in a national

outcry for change.

Since May, many of the XXL Freshmen participated in protests across the country—New York City, Atlanta, Louisville,
Ky., Los Angeles and more—calling for action to be taken. However, before protesting this year, some have had

unfortunate encounters of their own. During the roundtable discussion, they share their stories.
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Montgomery, Ala.'s own Chika shares her experience as a young Black girl growing up in the Deep South in Alabama,
revealing that she was treated differently in school because of the color of her skin. "For me, as a Black kid growing
up in Alabama, and being able to tell that my teachers were treating me differently than they treat White students,
that's something you're conscious of from a young age," the 23-year-old artist recalls. "Even if you don't have the

verbiage to actually describe it."

The Industry Games rapper was detained in May while protesting for George Floyd in Los Angeles. Following her
release, she shared the encounter in a 30-minute Instagram video. "Today was peaceful until police began beating

and targeting protestors," she captioned the clip. "Nobody deserved to be arrested or detained."




