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Many outsiders misinterpret DMV as a catch-all term that refers to anywhere
in DG, Maryland or Virginia. But locally, DMV refers to any area reachable on
the DC Metro system, which links the DC metropolitan region. For the sake of
spreading love to talented artists, however, those restrictions will be loosened

on this list of DMV (and Baltimore) hip-hop artists to get familiar with.

Here are 11 DMV rappers you should know about.
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IDK (Prince George's County)

Before you even knew who IDK was, he was innovating. As Jay IDK, he coined
the term “Suburban trap” on his standout SubTRAP mixtape. The term refers
to a musical approach fusing trap sonics with substantive lyrical content. After
switching his name to simply IDK in 2017, he dropped IWASVERYBAD, a
cerebral, trap-influenced project he deemed “the soundtrack of his life” in
Prince George’s County, Maryland. The project was matched with a 15-minute
‘visual which chronicled the events leading up to his incarceration for armed
robbery at 17. The video, like his growing catalog, was at times grim, chilling
and trippy, but suspenseful throughout. He’s set to drop his Is He Real debut
album next month.
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Eleven DMV Rappers You Should
Be Listening to Right Now
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From Largo's Q Da Fool to Baltimore's
Deetranada to The Landover's XanMan, artists
from all over “the urrea” have entrenched the
DMV rap scene as one to be reckoned with.

Wale released his debut album, Attention Deficit, a decade ago. He's groused
about feeling underappreciated in the past, but here are the bare roses: his rise
to mainstream relevance is the undeniable genesis of a DC, southern
Maryland, and northern Virginia rap scene that was rarely a national factor
before him. It’s Wale’s versatility that made him the perfect pioneer. Labels
saw Wale’s cosmopolitan fashion sense, his ability to hold his own in both
ciphers and strip clubs, and wondered what exactly was going on in the DG

area.




image5.png
‘Ten years later, the area coined as the “DMV” isn’t just a show date. It’s the
show. From Grammy-nominated artists Goldlink and Shy Glizzy to cult
favorites like Rico Nasty, Fat Trel, and Oddisee, artists from all over “the

urrea” have entrenched the DMV rap scene as one to be reckoned with.




