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“With a natural knack for melody that separates him from most peers, he makes songs that paint the picture of a young artist who isn’t afraid of the hardships from his past, but also has ambitions to take over the world.” – Complex
 
“Tracks like ‘Old Streets’ and ‘Dreamin’ show his effortless ability to write sticky hooks that have a way of climbing inside your brain and never leaving.” – Complex
 
https://www.complex.com/music/rappers-to-watch-2020/kali
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“We didn't have shit; 2KBABY says of his upbringing in Louisville. “We were really starving. That shit's
fucked up? You don't need to read interviews to get acquainted with the lfe story of the 19-year-old rapper,
though. 2KBABY puts it allin his music. With a natural knack for melody that separates him from most
peers, he makes songs that paint the picture of a young artist who isn't afraid of the hardships from his past,
but also has ambitions to take over the world. Over the past few months, he's been getting buzz for tracks
like “0ld Streets” and “Dreamin,” which show his effortless ability to write sticky hooks that have a way of
climbing inside your brain and never leaving. And he says he already has songs with collaborators like Sonny
Digital and DaBaby in the can, so it looks like Masked Records' first signee will only build on his momentum
in 2020. —Eric Skelton
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Rappers to Watch in 2020

From 2KBABY to Pop Smoke to Rod Wave, these are the rising rappers you need
to look out for in 2020.

BY ERIC SKELTON, JESSICAMCKINNEY, KEMET HIGH, GRANT RINDNER, BRAD CALLAS, WILL SCHUBE
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We're just two weeks deep in a new year, and there’s a fresh crop of rappers who are ready to take over 2020
and define the sound of the next decade. But as rap continues to get more stylistically diverse, there isn't a
single aesthetic that ties al these new artists together. At the same time that Brooklyn artists ke Pop
Smoke and Fivio Foreign are carving out a lane for themselves with hard-hitting drill music, rappers like Rod
Wave and 2KBABY are thriving with music that sits on the more melodic side of hip-hop. Meanwhile, Kenny
Mason, MAVI, and other lyrically minded artists are building loyal followings thanks to their throwback
approaches to rap. With so much exciting music coming from so many directions, the Complex Music team
has put together alist of rising rappers worth paying attention to. And as you make your way through our
selections, it's important to note: Baby Keem, Don Toliver, Roddy Ricch, and others are also poised to have
‘massive years in 2020, but they don't appear on this lst because they were each named last year

among 2019s Rappers to Watch. These are 25 rappers to watch in 2020.
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