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“After one listen to ‘Industry Games,’ it’s clear why hip-hop legends are paying attention to CHIKA.” – Complex
 
https://www.complex.com/music/best-albums-of-2020-so-far/
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The Best Albums of 2020 (So Far)

At the midway point of 2020, Complex counts down the 50 best albums of the year so far.
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It’s been a historically brutal year. Black people are continuing to die at the hands of racists and
law enforcement, over 100,000 Americans have lost their lives to COVID-19, and tens of millions
are unemployed. The world is in a state of unrest, and artists are grappling with appropriate ways
to record and share their music. Some have released songs in direct response to the tragedies
unfolding across the globe, while others have decided to share music that can comfort

listeners looking for a temporary escape from the devastating news cycle. Regardless of the
approach, musicians have provided rare bright spots during an otherwise grueling point

in history. Over the past six months, we've seen artists like the Weeknd, Westside Gunn, and Lil
Baby rise to the moment and deliver outstanding projects that we've kept in constant rotation
since they've arrived. We've also been lucky enough to witness rappers like Lil Uzi Vert and Jay
Electronica finally drop albums that we've been anticipating for years. At the midway point of
2020, Complex is highlighting the music that has helped us get through the year. These are the
50 best albums 0f 2020 (so far).
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Label: Warner Records
Released: March 13

On “Industry Games,” CHIKA chides artists who make rap but lack a true passion for the music.
Throughout the rest of her acclaimed EP, the rapper and singer showcases not just a deep
reverence for the genre, but an ability to consistently excel on vastly different beats. “Designer”
begins as a trap song with CHIKA rapping in pristine triplets, but a beat change creeps up, turning
the track into a soul-sampling mission statement. “I'm over tip-toein’ around the problems,
honey/I been steady cryin’ and dyin’, it ain't about the money,” she says. She further shows her
versatility on “Crown,” which pairs a joyous gospel beat with hard-hitting lyrics about depression
and self-doubt, as well as “Songs About You,” a breezy, neo soul-tinged record about manifestation
and success. “I met Hov last week, that shit was hella cool/Diddy introduced me as the best of the
new school,” she raps nonchalantly on the latter. After one listen to Industry Games, it’s clear why

hip-hop legends are paying attention to CHIKA. —Grant Rindner




