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“One of the most expressive vocalists to come along in years” – Complex
 
“CHIKA packs more into each verse on ‘Balencies’ than some artists do on entire albums” – Complex
 
https://www.complex.com/music/best-songs-2020-so-far/
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The Best Songs of 2020 (So Far)

At the midway point of 2020, Complex counts down the 50 best songs of the year so far.
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We've reached the midway point of 2020, a time of the year when music fans are usually arguing
about things like Song of the Summer candidates. But this year is different. Entering the summer
0f 2020, COVID-19 continues to spread through the United States in record numbers, changing
the way we approach day-to-day life. And following the deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor,
and countless other Black people who have been killed by racists and law enforcement, citizens
across the country are rising up to demand justice and systemic change. Musicians are
responding, too. Artists like Beyoncé, Lil Baby, and H.E.R. have released music with a goal

of sharing important messages and reflecting a pivotal moment in human history. It’s been an
unfathomably terrible year in most respects, but artists have provided some of the rare bright
spots over the past six months. So, in celebration of the songs that helped keep us going, we've

put together a list of our favorite songs of the year. These are the 50 best songs of 2020 (so far).
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42. CHIKA, “Balencies”

Album: Industry Games

Producer: Lido
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Success rarely feels like you dreamed it would, and on “Balencies,” CHIKA isn't afraid to speak
candidly about the hollowness of material spoils and the heightened anxiety that comes with
having more eyes on you than ever before. “And mental health days make you guilty, ‘cause you
waste time/I'm fighting everybody demons, but can’t face mine,” CHIKA raps. One of the most
expressive vocalists to come along in years, CHIKA sells the emotion of every line, from the
surreal joy of meeting a fan in Paris to the uneasiness of watching artist management do
everything they can to secure a big payday. CHIKA packs more into each verse on “Balencies” than
some artists do on entire albums, and it’s only a matter of time before that one fan in Paris

becomes a sold-out crowd. —Grant Rindner




