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IDK has revealed glimpses of his talents outside of making music in the past.
In 2016, he published an autobiographical piece in HuffPost titled “The
System.” Diversifying his offerings aids him in reaching his ultimate goal of
running parallel to Jay Z. Though IDK has more work to do until his net worth
hits $1 billion, he says that waking up in his new place in LA the day of our

interview was one of his most significant achievements yet.

“This is one of the few times in my life where I've felt true happiness,” he said.
“With all the things I've been through in my career, I finally got here. This is

not even the beginning. The work that I put in got me here.”
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After seven years of self-releasing albums and touring independently, IDK

announces a partnership with Warner Records for his label, Clue.

“I like to look at myself as an Akon,” IDK said. “I'm gonna have my hits and
I'm gonna be a global star, but I'm also gonna find my Lady Gaga and my T-

Pain.”

“IDK is at the forefront of this next generation of artists who actually have
something to say," said Warner's Co-Chairman and Chief Executive Officer,

Aaron Bay-Schuck, in a statement.

He added: "To call him just a rapper is not doing him justice. He is an artist in
the truest sense of the word. His lyrical prowess is unmatched, his ideas and
vision are wildly creative, he’s doing things his way, and he’s making impactful
and controversial statements with his music that challenge the way we look at
the world. Tom Corson and I are thrilled to welcome him to the growing roster

of exciting artists at Warner Records.”

Formerly known as Jay IDK, the Maryland rapper says he inked a seven-figure
deal with Warner, and is looking forward to doing “a lot of the dirty work that
a lot of the labels don’t want to do.” He plans on building out his roster slowly,

while having a hands-on role when it comes to cultivating new talent.
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“The label’s logo is a thumbprint,” he explained. “The thumbprint [represents]
finding your identity. I want to find artists who are still trying to figure out
their identity, help brand them, and help create their world based off who they

actually are, then help break them with their music.”

IDK’s advantage as an executive stems from his experiences as an independent
artist. He executive produced his latest release, IDK & Friends. In 2017, he
announced a partnership with Adult Swim to produce visual content in
tandem with the release of his album I Was Very Bad. His upcoming album, Is
He Real will be the first release on the new label. Balancing between artist and
executive won’t be an issue, so long as he delegates operational tasks to his
staff.

IDK admitted the Warner deal wasn’t the only one on the table, but it was the
best fit for his vision. While he was in talks with multiple labels, he received a
piece of advice from Top Dawg Entertainment’s CEO that changed his

perspective on how to get more leverage in his negotiations.

“Top Dawg [told me], ‘Finish your album first. If you don’t need the money
right now, finish it, then go to the label.”




