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Ultimately, the path to acceptance led Rashad back home, even if that meant he had to burn it
down in order to rebuild. The rapper recently spoke with GRAMMY.com about his approach to
The House Is Burning, his idea for an eventual comic book series and how sobriety improved
his focus.

T

The House Is Burning
Isaiah Rashad

1 Darkseid
From The Garden (feat. Lil Uzi Vert)
RIP Young
Lay Wit Ya (feat. Duke Deuce)
Claymore (feat. Smino)
Headshots (4r Da Locals)
All Herb (feat. Amindi)

Hey Mista

Congratulations on The House Is Burning. How do you plan on celebrating your first album
in five years?



Getting a steak with my mom, maybe smoke with my mom.
Where do you go for steak?

Ruth's Chris sometimes, STK [Los Angeles], BOA [Steakhouse] sometimes—I like Nobu a lot,
though. | might take her to Nobu.

You started working on the initial stages of The House Is Burning last year. Did quarantine
change the narrative of the album?

I'm a hermit and | only come outside when | have something to do. So, | was blessed that [there
were] less people interrupting in the studio.

Did that give you more time to concentrate?

Way more time, it was way easier for me. | was one of those people who thrived during the
pandemic.

Did you do any reading? | know you're a fan of Stephen King.

| read a lot, I'm constantly reading. | can honestly say that nothing really upped [for me] during
the pandemic except me concentrating. | realized that stuff was slowing down for everybody
else, so it gave me more time to catch up on the shit | wanted to do.

| read "The Bazaar of Bad Dreams" by Stephen King again. I've been reading stuff by Ta-Nehisi
Coates—I| usually read on my iPad. I'm reading Frank Herbert's "Dune" since that movie's
coming out and | know that shit's old. [| read] "Empire of the Sun" and it's about Native
Americans. I've been reading "The Dead Zone" by Stephen King, "Talking to Strangers" by
Malcolm Gladwell and watching hella documentaries. | actually read comics more than | do
actual books—I would consider them books but | wouldn't throw them out there like that.

You're a comic book fan and the first track of your album is titled "Darkseid.” When you
ultimately have your own comic book, would you want the protagonist to begin as a hero or
villain?









Regaining that confidence was probably the hardest thing, because it's easy to get drunk and

say some sh't in the studio. To have precise words and a precise message—or a lack thereof a

message on purpose—is harder to do when you're [focused), but it's also more rewarding when
you get it done. Making a song on purpose is way better than one [by] accident.

Did you have feelings of self-doubt while making The House Is Burning?

Nah, I'm a Taurus so I'm used to repetition. Even if it's an unhealthy schedule, I'm used to doing
things a certain way. When | remove certain elements of my day, it goes back to me thinking
like, "Well, can | recreate or do something as good as | used to if I'm not doing it the exact same
way?" So, one of the more important parts of this project was saying "Okay, | can do anything |
want. | don't need anything to do anything."

To an extent, I've had to not have certain friends [anymore] or our lives went in different
directions. Even coming to that understanding, like, | don't necessarily need a specific person
or thing to make me go to the studio—I do what | want to do if | want to do it.






Is the current climate of hip-hop making you feel more competitive or observant?

More at home, neither of the two. | feel more comfortable in it, | think it fits me right now [more]
than the other eras. Music feels like TV channels versus TV shows, so if | want to go check out
this type of sh™, that sh™t exists, or if you want to come check out this sh™t, it exists too.

Before, | feel like things were trying to compete on the same wavelength, but now with playlists
and streaming—even with how much YouTube [has grown]—you can go listen to what you
wanna find when you wanna find it. | think | benefit from that.



