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OMAH LAY

With his darkly sparkling vocals, evocative storytelling, and contagious rhythms,
Omah Lay is quickly becoming one of Nigeria’s most talked-about musical
innovators. The 23-year-old singer and producer’s brand of Afro-fusion effortlessly
pulls from his deep personal history with West Africa’s percussion-heavy Highlife
genre, as well as his enthusiasm for the popular sounds of his generation—from
classic rap to the Afro-beats empire flourishing in his home base of Lagos.

Throughout his inventive ‘Get Layd" EP, his lithe voice unravels tales that range from
introspective to romantic to gratifyingly explicit, expertly laid over lush and soulful
instrumentals. Layered with vivid scenarios and heartfelt confessions, Omah Lay’s

rich music not only depicts a young man daring to reveal his grittiest vices and
innermost feelings, but also doubles as a fascinating window into
Afro-fusion’s bright and expansive future.
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Coming from a musical background, what type of sounds did you
grow up on?

Growing up, | listened to more hip-hop than anything else, but there was also highlife and
whatever | got off radio.

How have these various sounds shaped your musical style?

Hip-hop influenced my writing style a lot, ‘cause | wanted to be a rapper before | even
started producing. Highlife and afrobeats are heavy on rhythm so | try to take that as well
and the rest depends on how | feel. | just go with the flow

You've also cited Drake as a huge influence. Which of his albums have
had the most impact on you?

‘Take Care’ is my favorite Drake album.

What influence have you seen America have on the music scene
out in Nigeria?

American music is really popular in Nigeria even with the preference for local sound. Hip-hop
was particularly influential in earlier expressions before the sound became what it is now, but
you can still see it in some videos and songs

What are your thoughts on the #ENDSARS movement?

The endSARS movement is probably the most relevant event of our generation so far. It's the
first time people across the country are speaking up together without political involvements.
I think it could only have a positive impact on how we move going forward.

Why do you think it’s necessary for artists to use their platform
to speak on social issues important to them?

Sometimes, as artists, we feel burdened by calls to speak up on issues. Sometimes we even
feel like easy targets, but the fact is we have a platform to amplify the people’s voice.
It's important for us to not separate ourselves from issues that affect society
‘cause we're also affected.
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There’s always uncertainty and nervousness that comes along with
putting yourself out there as a new artist. What did you tell yourself when
you were just getting started?

| was just excited to finally get my music heard. | didn’t really get to be out there much
‘cause of the COVID lockdown so | didn’t know what to expect. But when | finally got out,
it was more excitement than nerves. Things really happened quickly. | never pictured it this
way.

2020 found you releasing the “Get Layd” EP to critical acclaim. Where
were you at in your life while creating the project?

| recorded ‘Get Layd’ in my bedroom. I'd just moved to Lagos a short while back and
looking to get started with my new label, get comfortable with the big city life and
experiment with my sound. | got the time needed to do that and Get Layd happened.
| didn’t see it getting this crazy. | just wanted to show my range and
do whatever | want on a song.

Your rise to top may seem sudden for some, but you’ve been at it for a
minute. What role has building a solid team played in your success?

My team has been amazing all the way. They showed me sides of the music business that
hadn’t crossed my mind before, but always trusted my process, offering guidance and
making decisions together. I've grown and learned a lot from them.

Good music has the power to shift culture, spark movements, as well as
brighten one’s day. Why do you make music and who do you do it for?

| make music for all music lovers, regardless of their preferred genre. | want my music to
touch everyone and hopefully | can make a cultural impact.

The end of 2020 finds you releasing another EP, “What Have We Done”.
How does this one differ from “Get Layd”?

‘Get Layd’ is what it is. | don’t let it determine how | approach music. | always feel like |
have more to express musically and | keep exploring ways to do that,
so ‘What Have We Done’ is my next step in that journey and | can’t wait to
share it with everyone.




