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Keedron Bryant (right), 13, known for singing the song "I Just Wanna Live," is one of 20 finalists for Time magazine's "Kid
of the Year" award. He lives in Clay County with his mother Johnnetta Bryant (left), sister Aiyanna holding the family dog,
Kingston, and father Kendric. Bob Mack/For The Times-Union
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This all took place in just the last six months after Keedron mother watched the

video showing George Floyd pinned to the ground by a Minneapolis police officer
until he died.

"And at the point in the video where Mr. Floyd called out for his mother — being a
mother to a Black son, that moment just pierced my heart," she said. "I was just
compelled to do so something, to say something."

So she quickly wrote "I Just Wanna Live," which begins: "I just want to live/God

protect me/I'm a young Black man/Doing all that I can."

Keedron, a vocal prodigy who's been singing since he was a toddler, recorded a
cappella version on his phone and put it on his social media.
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Johnnetta Bryant looks over the original sheet of lyrics she wrote for the song "I Just Wanna Live," which became an
anthem for the Black Lives Matter movement after her son Keedron recorded a video singing the song. Bob Mack/For The
Times-Union
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He'd posted other songs before, but the reaction had been nothing like this. It went
viral, quickly zooming across the world, even earning Keedron, who'd been
featured on the NBC talent show "Little Big Shots," a recording contract with

Warner Records.
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Keedron performed it on "The Ellen DeGeneres Show." It was played during
halftime at the NFL opener in Kansas City. Another of his songs, "U Got This," was
played at halftime of the Jaguars' home opener. CNN and other outlets featured

stories about him.
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Keedron Bryant performs 'l Just Wanna Live' during NFL season opener
Jacksonville's Keedron Bryant, 13, performed "I Just Wanna Live" during the 2020 NFL season opener that aired on NBC
on Thursday, Sept. 10. Florida Times-Union
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"I Just Wanna Live" came at the right time in a very troubling year and became
something of an anthem for the Black Lives Matter movement.

Johnnetta Bryant says she knows where she got the words, after seeing that
horrible video of Floyd's death.

"I went into prayer, and God gave me those words," she said. "I know it was him."




image12.png
She is a civilian worker for the Department of Defense. Her husband, Kendric, has
been in the Navy for 23 years. They're both ministers who teach small groups at
Elevate Life Church.

As Thanksgiving approached, Bryant reflected on the changes that 2020 brought
her family and so many others. Lessons, she said, can be learned in such a terrible
year.

"I'm thankful for life," she said. "I have learned that 2020 has shown me that
spending time with the ones you love, just valuing that time together, is far greater
than any gift, any monetary or any tangible thing. Just the gift of life in 2020 is a
blessing.”
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For his part, Keedron was quick to say
what he was thankful for.

“I'm thankful for my family, my friends,
my church, a house to live in and just
love and joy and to be able to get around
family and laugh with each other, he said
a few days before Thanksgiving. "Mostly
I'm thankful for Jesus, and my music
career, and all the good things that are
happening, how God has been able to
keep using me to spread this message.”

In August, Keedron Bryant sang "l Just Wanna Live" as
part of the commemoration of the 60th anniversary of
Ax Handle Saturday, a racially motivated attack in
downtown Jacksonville. Bob Self/Florida Times-Union
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Keedron said he wants to keep releasing positive music and motivational messages.

"In 2020 we are going through trying times, a lot of bad things are happening,” he
said. "We need motivation in people’s lives, encouragement and uplifting people,
putting a smile on people's faces and making them feel loved inside.”

He remembers his amazement, at age 12, after posting "I Just Wanna Live" on
various social media platforms, then seeing its numbers skyrocketing.
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“Wow, this is happening: I'm going viral," he said. "Celebrities are sharing my
video, people are posting and reposting everywhere. Even in Africa, in England,
globally even, people were sharing my video. And LeBron James and Snoop
Dogg and Oprah and Ellen, so many people shared it."

And so did former President Barack Obama, who posted the video on his
Instagram account and mentioned Keedron.

“That was just one of the biggest moments in my life. Me and my mom, we were
just screaming. What? This is actually happening,” Keedron said. "I'm so grateful
he took the took the time to post that and keep spreading that message.”
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Even in 2020, there are things to be
thankful for, says young 'l Just
Wanna Live' singer

Clay County teen Keedron Bryant is Time magazine finalist for 'Kid of the Year'

Matt Soergel Florida Times-Union
Published 4:56 a.m. ET Nov. 25, 2020
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Johnnetta Bryant is thankful that her son Keedron still seems the same, even after
all the attention he gained in a tough, tough year for the country and the

world. The 13-year-old, a virtual student at Oakleaf Junior High in Clay County, is
still outgoing, playing games, riding bikes, and still doing chores around the house.

Except now he has a fan base.

A fan base that includes kids his age, along with massively famous athletes,
singers, actors, talk-show hosts, even an ex-president of the United States.
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And now he's one of 20 finalists for "Kid of the Year," a collaboration between
Time magazine, Time for Kids and Nickelodeon, meant to recognize children
making a positive impact. The top five finishers (still secret) will be featured Dec. 5
on a show simulcast on Nickelodeon and CBS. Trevor Noah will host.




