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Keedron: Yes, | posted a video on Instagram of me
singing (a capella), a song my mom Johnnetta
Bryant wrote, and it went viral fast. When | was
seven years old, | knew | wanted to be a singer. |
grew up in church singing, and that's where my
love for gospel music started. | watch a lot of
YouTube videos of people singing. In 2018, |
posted a video that went viral then, and that's
how I landed a spot on Little Big Shots, which
aired on May 24, 2020. | really love singing, it's
fun, and it's what God has called me to do.

Dashna: Let's talk about your single "l just want
to live." The message in the song is so
powerful, to say the least. Can you give us a
little background on the song?

Keedron: On May 26,2020, my mom showed me
and my sister the video of the killing of Mr. George
Floyd. We talked about it, and afterward, my mom
went into prayer. She then came back with the
words and melody to the song she titled, "I JUST
WANNA LIVE." She told me that she wanted me to
go in my room during my devotion time and pray
over the lyrics and meditate on them. | did just
that. When | was finished, | came back downstairs
and told her that | was ready to record the song.
She recorded me using her iPhone and then
posted it to my Instagram page as well as her
Facebook page. Every hour the number of views
and shares kept going up faster.

Dashna: With all that s going on in the world,
your song felt like the right remedy at the right
time. Why was it important for you to post the
video when you did?

Keedron: The timing was perfect because of the
racism and social injustice we have in America.

Dashna: Did you anticipate that the song would
go Viral?

Keedron: | never knew it would go viral. I've had so
many opportunities because of it.

Dashna: Tell us what was it like to perform your
single on The Ellen DeGeneres Show via
FaceTime?
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Keedron: | got a FaceTime from one of the
producers of The Ellen Show. It was amazing! |
didn't get to FaceTime with Mrs. Ellen herself, but
hopefully one day, | will. The show played the clip
of the viral video of me singing "l Just Wanna
Live." I had so much fun!!

Dashna: After that performance, you were
recognized on many different platforms. Who
were some of the people to show their
appreciation? And how did they make you feel?
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Keedron: Former President Barack Obama, WOW!!!
It's a great feeling to know he even mentioned me,
and Mr. LeBron James also said, "l love you, kid!"
That was amazing! Dr. Dre and Janet Jackson,
Michael Jackson's sister!!! She comes from a
singing family, and she sings too, so | know she
knows great music. Mr. Steve Harvey, he's so nice!
I was on the Oprah Winfrey show as well, and that
was a huge honor. Also, my producer DemJointz;
saw my potential beyond just this song, and he
was moved to invest in my career.

Dashna: Keedron, you have moved the world
with just one song. It's evident that the world
needs your talent. Tell us, are you working on
any future projects? Are you signed by any
labels?

Keedron: I'm currently working on more music, an
EP, and an album. I'm also signed to Warner
Records.

Dashna: God is truly using your gift in a special
way. How has life changed for you?

Keedron: I'm a regular boy. I still play video games.
I like to ride my bike and go to my neighborhood
gym and pool. I'm just getting a chance to sing
more, make music, and work with a great team to
help my dreams come true.

Dashna: Let's talk about school amid your
career, how are you balancing the two?

Keedron: Right now, I'm on summer break from
school.

Dashna: Complete the sentence: to all the young
black men and women...

Keedron: Continue to keep the faith in God,
believe in yourself, and use whatever gift God has
given you to help make a change in this world.
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There is a difference between talent and
skills. However, when you're blessed with
both, it's called anointed. This young man
has moved the world with his gift, so
much that our former President Barack
Obama cited him. You've seen him
singing "l just want to live" on your
timeline, or maybe on the Ellen
DeGeneres show, or the Oprah Winfrey
show. You may have even shared his
video. His voice is no secret to us.
However, his story is far from ordinary.
We got a chance to talk to thirteen-year-
old Keedron Bryant, and this is what he
had to say:

Dashna: It's a pleasure to meet you,
Keedron. Most of our readers don't know
this, but you have an interesting, unique
middle name tell us your full name.

Keedron: My name is Keedron LeVaric
Bryant.
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Dashna: | love it, it's a nice strong name.
Keedron: Thank you.

Dashna: Before going any further, I'd like
to say you have a fantastic voice. How
long have you been singing?

Keedron: I've been singing since | was five
years old.

Dashna: Five years old! Wow, that's
amazing. It all started with a video of you
singing a capella on a smartphone; Or did
it? Tell me about your journey: Who is
Keedron Bryant?
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