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We'll see if that happens. But this is for certain: IDK served up the most hard-hitting musical gut punch of
the early hours of Made in America, Day One, and the British-born, Maryland-raised emcee did it without
pretending to be anything he’s not. “I never said I was a street n—,” the 27-year-old rapper said repeatedly,
instead identifying himself as someone who had done some extraordinarily stupid things when he was
younger, and had lived to tell about it. His set was too short, but long enough to shake the festival to life.
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And in its eighth year, Made in America mellowed out.

The 2019 edition of Jay-Z’s annual Labor Day music festival kicked off with the most relaxed, not over
crowded, practically pleasant day on the Ben Franklin Parkway in its history.
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The gut punch the fest needed

“Ineed you have your phones out now,” IDK advised the crowd gathered in front of him at the Tidal stage
Saturday afternoon. “This so going to be a... moment!”

The reason this moment at Made in America needed to be documented is that IDK — the rapper born Jason
Mills, formerly known as Jay IDK — has a new album called IsHeReal that's due out next week. And once the
world hears that music, IDK presumes, such small gatherings of his fans may not be possible. Next year, he'll
be on the Rocky Stage!




