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Special 10 by A Scot allway

Singer Songwriter Andra Day hs taken the
MU work by storm with he combination of
eectifying vocal performances tec to both
ighy purposefuland inspiring works 25 well
as1n definitiv fotstepsof past icons anging
from Billie Hliday to Nina Simane. This year
She was nominated fo her sacond Grammy
Award, tis on fr the Dianne Warren-penned
“Stand Up For Something’ from the powertul
fim “Thurgood, a cinematic study by irector
Reginald Hudin concerning one sndmar
crimina case within the legacy of legendary
atorney Afican American Thurgood Marshall,
“Stand Up For Somthing’ was recently
nominated for an Academy Award inthe Original
Song category.

Greatly anticpating the fong-awaited folow-up.
1o her debut album Cheerstothe Fail (Warner
Bros. 2015),  mind-blaning opening i on
Lenny Keait’s concer tour In 2016 (which
stopped in Los Angeles a the Greek Theatr),
muifpe ate nigh talk show appearances,

a4 number of collaboratons with no-ess-
than Stevie Wonder, music ournalis A Scott
Galloway spcke with Andra Day via phone fo

a quick inroduction intevew about “walking
with purposa” in he caree and the hancrof her
Grammy nomination. It s conversation hat
most efiniely alls underthecategory to be
continued” - like an Isaac Hayes LP.

L SEDTT GALLOWAY: Youar nc claitycrivn, You
are conssently purgeseol i what you o nd who
Y ok ith, W crives tha o you?

ADRABA: Fistof al, it 3 spirtual thing tht
stats wih y eatonshi wih God - eing e
older and o ust wantng 0 do thins oy for
mysaf o advence my careur, It ret when

at

Pappens, I'm apprcistie and, of
course, we do make some decsons
hal work fo the business. | poste
somthing | was reacing th cthr
oy fom .S, Lews, The Weigh

o Glory. e sad somthing | rly
beleve: “Aryime you creae any
canversationor inteaction you hae,
o anyihing you praduce that pcple
il bsor i some way - you'e sither
pishing them toward Light ortoward
Darkness.” That'swha arves what
do. Even'f ' telling st thats
dar rom my parsonal axperince,
Fdontwant o leme it 0 lce of
hopslessness. Some songs il be
iatantly mpiatona ke “Rise U
or“Stand Up For Sometning.” Oter
songs il scies o my fe or

1

oo o Wking up vy dy, | would
atha e oing 3 producig things
tat arosdding Lgh o peopl’s e

A SCOT GLLOWAY From a veryyoung
262 you have been stucying and
vved in dance, music, thstrs — 3l
hess expressinit arts, You have
aeady been connectd to some of
he mt nfuental crestors o our
time incluing Stevie Wonder and
Solke Lee. And you hven' reless
your secord album yel Doyou fe
hat Light you're shining ho enabled
Yo aap no iaces tht most ew
atists don't reach 50 earl i ther
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[image: image3.png]ANORADA. 1 beloe he people tot are
ataced 0 the ight are i e
het e loking for o ae ey part
of the pople looking o spread Lowe an
Light Thy e aready dingi. | honesty
i ot imagine tha m caeerwould ave
9N 1wy tat t hs gone s fr. Wit
o st saying whit you aid, it sounds
Kinda cazy -t ot ke | expeted i,
Again, uen you want o see something
Diger,cfer people hat areahescy coing
hat become agart o yourstoy. s been
2 blesing. e worked ealy hard for .
o0 ime bt there re o bissings tht
e cannot ool The work has paned.
oors. We hd o walk hough the.

A SCOTT GALOWAY When you sarted, uas
ot o your focus understaning hst you
1ad 0 e  ellysron team behing
Yo~ management thatcoud isce you
atthe Sundance Fim Festiva where you
could mest Spike Lo o book you on Bee
Gees Grammy and I Country Music
Chistmas TV specials tat bring o to
th atention of a e aucience? You
ave ot been presented a solly s Black
“Conscious” emae RA singer

ANDRA DA Yo' 100% ignt. it s
absoutlymy team: Joshua Wit Oayto
Day Manager), Sy Evans (Manage,
Phylca Fant (Publicit, Miram Santos
(Creative Directo)and 3 iew of oher
pecpl | werk it thatae my core .
11100% belee thess pople wereput
into my e for 3 rason. Ther aents ans
it ar a dhers as my cwn. Thy ol
v differnt eyes and erspctives on
musicandart slong with min. Thres
thing that we'e passionae about,snd e
become passinateabout what th aher 5
doing. When something s ealy odd
or uteol.th-box crary, we've devlope

2 cultre witin our company f grovtate
toward tat 50 we dart et pigeonled or
stuck none lane. I 1 scare U ten wo
want o o afer . Thasthe manta weve
crated 2.3 famiy.

ALSEOTT GALOWA. | mgine from oing
songs e “Rise up” is what Ied 1 you
beingapproached to do “Stana Up Fo
Something” o the sounciack of the
movie “Marshallabout hegrat Thurgoad
Harshl. Wereyou aware of M, Marshalr's
Iegacy befreyou bcame ttched t the
fim?

ROTA DAY o o the song, | vas
29prcached by Dianne Wiren. She and |
have vante f work agether for o whie:
Common and | arefrendstht i wanicd

21 MUSIC INDUSTRY QUARTERLY

fovicosne When something soems realyodd oroutof-

rexchedcutto

reme o HEDOX 0razy, We'v developed a cultre within

she heard e was

weatisimns ourcompany to gravitats toward that o we

the partct s

s dontget pigeonholedor stuck n e lang, I t

one who wantea

g e SCares us then we want o go after it

25wl When
heard the sog,

and hought sbout

e it s designed o do f eople o
Powit i Trurgod Marsnal's sty to
curent isues that we're st deaing i,
twas an easy ‘e’ for me.

Before | gotmvoied, | knew bt
Thurgood Marshll. | was inspied by

im and fl indebed o him - 35 e sl
are - forthe andscape of the cutur right
o 15 etned mare about is pecic
criminalcases for wich h amos ot
i e taking an. Tha's why | wes s0
rawn 0 th projct — because of wno he
. [ s amating 1o me tht thy were
teling sories that peceded Brown v. The
Boardof Educaton.. o me, i was rat
hat they were telling the sty abet one.
Speciccas in this move because you
Could hanestly make an EPIC bout evry
single criminalcas he di. Thre were 5o
many timesthat e was aimost ke e
wha he was oingyet h sl went into
the lonsden,wilng to sscrfce imsalt
forthe g0 f the people,

(irecte) Reggie Hudlin and | mt o the
st tme st fer which hereached
outforme tobe i the mavie as wel. or
this e | was jut playng  singr nsce
Harle’' egendry Minon's Playhouse) in
the move.  vanted o be ted ta tis im
n on way possbl - tid o th egacy of
Thorgeos Marshall.Regge i an ncredile
director - visonayreally - and Jonthan
Senger i an amazng procucer.

A SEOTT GALOWA. Y ar up for your
second Grammy nominatin this yea and
Rave had wins and nominations o seval
others e awards imprtant 0y f 3,
why?

ANDRA DAY Avards s bigand impotart,
The Grammysare ou Oscrs - the bigest
accolade you ca receie n music

18 secilbecause thy come fom o
community of your pers - other pcple
creating music,leang thee markor

P

enteraining people. | oe .1 don't think
it Geines who am as an arist. I | was
never nominated o never won, | wouldt
e discouraged o stop doin musc, 1
an honr and I s gatful but 5 lso
byproduct operatig purposefly.

A SCOT GALLOWN. Wit your involement
foday incauses such 25 the Equal ustice
Initiaive 03 Globl Cizen,  wonder
idyou havea ersonlo il ity
ofsctivimthat anscends your musical
sy | e that you h many obs
efore musi rly began warking o you
253 caeer. Were any f the cccupatons
you wee doing before socialy mpetfl or
communiy rented?

ANDRA DA | dont tink | hd evenresched
tht point in mymind ye. | s sumbling
eough prsonal ssues and granin!
Homever,ther is defitely a itoryof
activism with my grandparnts, aunts and
uncies. 1 eleve it s 3 mitreof ther
organizing o the lack commnity anc
or women. Als, my rancmothr onmy
mother'ssice i Wnie. Hearng sbou
erand my methers cxperiences baing
it poryet unaie 1 eceive e help
thtother familescouid recaive because
e ics vere mied and my gandiatner
s Black They had 1 e tvough
Barbage cumpsters 1 pul f thegood
Teaves rom heads of rotingfetuce o

he stugges thy had just o find decent
shoes...lust] hering the discrmination,
he things they vers frce 1 g tough
nd how my grandmothr received desth
hreats for being with »Black man ang
apenly superin the Black communiy
Hearin al tis 2 2 young parso,you
o econcle, “Why e tings ik it
You can't help but make yoursell aateof
hese isaritesbeween autures,
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