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The stripped-down performance allowed [Chika’s] lyrics, with all their nuance, to take center stage — and the result was remarkable. -NPR
 
 
[image: A screenshot of a social media post

Description automatically generated]
[image: A screenshot of a social media post

Description automatically generated]
 
[image: A screenshot of a cell phone

Description automatically generated]

image1.png
npr




image2.png
INTIMATE VIDEO PERFORMANCES, RECORDED LIVE AT THE DESK OF ALL SONGS CONSIDERED HOST BOB BOILEN

Chika: Tiny Desk Concert

March 13, 2020 - 5:00 AM ET

ABBY O'NEILL





image3.png
Showing her playful side, the 23-year old rapper, Chika came to the Tiny Desk chock-
full of jokes and lots of flair, even bringing her sister in-tow to celebrate the occasion
as a family affair. Chika was also the first hip-hop act to anchor her set with just a
Peruvian cajon instead of a full, hard-hitting kit. The surprisingly stripped-down
performance allowed her lyrics, with all their nuance, to take center stage — and the

result was remarkable.

The impressive harmonies from Chika's four backup MUSIC INTERVIEWS

singers brought all the feels right out of the gate. Backed Chika Is Not Here To Play Any
Of Music's 'Industry Games'

by a guitar melody that was both catchy and eerily

haunting, Chika ripped through "Industry Games," the

first single and title cut to her major label, debut EP.

Moving seamlessly between rap verse and melodic hooks, Chika showcased her

unusual tonality, multi-cadence delivery and vocal range, with an effortless, double-

time lyrical bounce.

These days, most hip-hop artists who come to the Tiny Desk try to one-up
performances by their peers and think a blowout production is better. But Chika knew
less was more. When your level of talent cuts through — and hits you directly in the

gut as hers did — there's no need or time for any industry games.




image4.png
SET LIST

» "Industry Games"

= "Songs About You'

= "Balencies"

= "Crown"
= "Intro"
MUSICIANS

Chika: vocals; Dominic Missana: cajon; David Levitan: guitar; Chris McClenny:
bass; Jabri Rayford: vocals; Rachel Robinson: vocals; Darius Dixson: vocals;

Danielle Withers: vocals
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