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“Every Gibbs release has an eventful flair” – Noisey
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The 100 Best Albums of
2020

2020 may have taken away live music, but it couldn't stop artists
from putting out great albums. Here are the best records this year
had to offer, handpicked by the Noisey staff.
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FREDDIE GIBBS

In a year that's even warped our perception of time, Freddie Gibbs' status as
our most consistent rapper still feels like an undisputed fact. Every Gibbs
release has an eventful flair; he's endlessly malleable but never formless. On
Alfredo, Alchemist's production gives that charm a sharpened lucidity.
Whether he's throwing astral effects on sampled dialogue, abruptly
puncturing them with whirs, or melting them altogether, they always work
in near-lockstep with Gibbs' unpredictable whims. Gibbs doesn't switch
flows so much as he phases and slips through them (see: "Frank Lucas,’
where he does so nearly a dozen times), even as he treads through drug
spoils and trauma in a matter of seconds ("Skinny Suge"). Gibbs is about at
the age where the athletes he namechecks retire. On Alfredo, the points-

per-game average is still pretty strong. —Brian Josephs




