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Okayplayer’s 21 Breakout Artists to Watch For
in 2021
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Okayplayer’s breakout artists of 2021 include mindful and
measured rappers, songwriters with heavy pens and twisted
senses of melody, and producers who elevated beatmaking videos
to essential viewing.
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In just ten short months, BKTHERULA flipped a riotous introduction into a major label deal. On her debut
mixtape, Love Santana, the 18-year-old Atlanta artist shifts from steel-toed rapper to carefree hook-
crafter with ease, often occupying both roles in the same song. Shored up by the hit single, “Tweakin’
Together,” the project, released in early January, showcased a new and vital energy spilling out from
rap’s de facto modernday mecca. Fast forward to October and BK’s already onto the next one, stepping
into Warner with Nirvana, a project that retains plenty of the guiltlessly moshable anthems that caught
the eye of the label system, but also bears the off-setting fragility and in-looking that only comes with
maturation. And if she’s progressing that quickly in her development as a writer, mainstream rap has

every right to be on its heels.




