Patrick Droney

STATE OF THE HEART 
 
Patrick Droney’s life in music has been nothing if not singular, and yet the timeless, soulful songs he creates come from a place that is as universal as it is unique. The Jersey raised and Nashville based 28-year-old has a résumé that reads like a dream, and yet only now, after extensive touring and playing onstage with some of the all-time legends of blues, pop, rock, and soul, is Droney set to release a debut album of his own. On his State of the Heart LP, the virtuosic guitar playing for which he is known is equaled by his singing, songwriting, and production abilities, resulting in a master class of contemporary songs infused with everything the artist has learned to date about his craft. By tapping into his vast well of experience, Droney has created a debut record that balances its broad influences with sincere and specific sonic touchstones to offer something that can truly appeal to everyone.

To make these songs, Droney looked to his life experiences living in multiple places around the country, with major inspiration coming from his full-on, early adulthood immersion in New York City. Having grown up in its shadow, he was drawn to the city’s grit and immediacy. “There’s something about how the city meets you where you are and gives you what you need, whether you like it or not.” Droney tapped into those feelings of acceptance and presence on State of the Heart, noting that much of the songwriting on the album is a reflection of what’s behind him to make sense of the present, and ultimately move forward. 
 
“While New York is the pillar of much of this record, it’s really a tale of three cities,” he says. “My time in Los Angeles, post New York, was pivotal. And during the last few years in Nashville, I was able to make so much sense of my story, being in a songwriting town where story is paramount.” In addition, Droney donned many hats during the making of the album, including that of co-producer, songwriter, instrumentalist, and vocalist. “They’re all different colors in the same picture,” he says. “I remember the days in my parent’s basement reading liner notes from my Dad’s record collection—they were my baseball cards. I’d collect stats like who was the producer, the engineer, the songwriters, etc. and I found that the artists I most admired had a hand all the way down the assembly line. It inspired me from an early age to dive into all aspects of record making.”
 
State of the Heart inspires from start to finish, with Droney’s singing and guitar playing matched by the other areas of production, from synth-laden peaks and drone-inspired rhythms to saxophone parts, and wry, tough, yet tender ballads. The influence of Droney’s heroes (Don Henley, Steve Winwood, B.B. King, Bruce Springsteen, Jeff Buckley) is undeniable, yet the music always feels urgent and contemporary, with Droney’s chops and heart-forward expression leading the charge. In fact, for the artist, the album’s title itself best exemplifies his feelings about it: “The heart represents so much for me. It’s the engine in your chest, the internal churning propelling us to strive for something more. There’s a price to ambition and we all live in various states of heart because of it. But I’ll be damned if it isn’t a worthy pursuit—chasing what you were put on this earth to do.”
  
At its core, State of the Heart offers an in-depth look into the long journey its creator undertook in order to get to this exact moment in time. For Droney, that circuitous path carries with it the context needed to fully comprehend his profound intentions and artistic potential—for this album, as well as for his music and career yet to come.
 
“It’s been a long journey to the beginning…in the context of the life behind me, but more immediately in the context of making a record in such a hard year. The music has been a constant through an era of variables. There’s a dichotomy to the process of calling this album complete—it’s a culmination and, at the same time, an exhale, a new breath, a beginning. I have so much ambition and so many people to thank. It’s my fuel. It’s gas in the engine. My late grandfather said, ‘I have made peace with myself somewhere between my ambition and my limitations, therefore I do the very best I can do and no more.’ State of the Heart is the best of me today. As for tomorrow, the bar is set to beat.”

About Patrick Droney:
Growing up in South Jersey, Droney’s career began with a bang, as at age 13 he won a Robert Johnson New Generation Award as “Best Young Blues Guitarist” and began sharing stages with the likes of B.B. King, James Brown, The Roots, Taj Mahal, Macy Gray, and Elvis Costello. Droney became enamored of New York City at an early age, gigging frequently in esteemed Manhattan clubs and eventually attending the Clive Davis Institute of Recorded Music at NYU. He moved to LA and signed a publishing deal, and in 2018 relocated to Nashville to craft a self-titled EP, also making his TV debut on Late Night with Seth Meyers, performing at Barclays Center for Tidal X, and seeing his song “High Hope” featured on Grey’s Anatomy. After signing to Warner Records in 2019, he appeared at Bonnaroo and ACL, collaborated with Kygo, released the first half of his debut—the State of the Heart EP—in 2020, and recently reached the 60 million streams milestone. Not bad for an artist who is on the precipice of his first proper full-length album release


Follow Patrick Droney:
 Official | Instagram | Facebook | YouTube | Spotify
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