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HIS SONG ABOUT
LIFE AS A YOUNG
BLACK MAN WENT
VIRAL. NOW HE’S
USING HIS VOICE TO
FIGHT INJUSTICE—AND
TURN HIS DREAMS INTO
REALITY By BRIANNE TRACY

hen Keedron Bryant posted

a smartphone-shot video

of himself singing “I Just

‘Wanna Live,” a haunting

song written by his mother
in response to the police killing of George Floyd,
on May 25, he had no idea of the waves it would
make. Within days, it racked up more than a
million views, and celebrities—including Janet
Jackson, LeBron James and former Pres-
ident Barack Obama—Ilauded its power.
“I was hopeful that it was a good song,”
says Keedron, 13. “But I didn’t know the
impact it would have.” With a moving
message about how Black children in
Americaare forced to grow up quickly be-
cause of racial injustice, it became an un-
official anthem for the Black Lives Matter
movement. Within weeks he landed a
record deal, and the song is now the title

sonville, Fla,, fell in love with singing gospel in
church. After watching video of Floyd’s death,
his mother, Johnetta, wrote “I Just Wanna Live.”
“It was heartbreaking ... my mom went to pray,
and God gave her those lyrics,” says
Keedron, who immediately connected
with the words. “My parents always tell
me and my sister everything. They want
us to have knowledge so we’re not clueless
and confused when we get pulled over by a
police officer.”

Despite today’s harsh realities, Keedron
is hopeful about his future. “I always keep
my faith in God and believe he’ll protect
me,” he says. “Little steps matter, and I

track of his uplifting debut EP, released on His Anthem hope racial profiling and violence toward Black
Sept. 11. “Evenifpeopleare sad aboutwhat’sgoing ~ “lasked Godtogive  people changes.” His heroes, like singer John Leg-
on,” says the eighth grader, “T hope that I bring mestrengthtodeliver  end also inspire him. “I don’t want tobe known as
ays th rack theright message,” . e how® «
them joy with my music. says Keedron just the ‘T Just Wanna Live’ boy,” he says. “I want
Keedron, whose parents are ministers in Jack- ~ (inhislyricvideo).  to leave areallybig footprint on the world.” @
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