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The 100 Best Songs of 2020
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Whether your year was more “people, I've been sad,” “certified freak, seven days a week,” or “fetch the bolt
cutters,” the best songs of 2020 provided a brief escape from the turmoil outside our windows. They offered a
comforting shoulder to cry on, a lit match to long-simmering rage, and a temporary substitute for the
dancefloors and mosh pits the pandemic stole from us. Until the day we get to gather again in sweaty clubs,

packed basements, and sold-out arenas, we’ll keep turning to these 100 tracks to soundtrack our lives.
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Freddie Gibbs / The Alchemist:
“Scottie Beam” [ft. Rick Ross]

Alchemist’s flickering piano keys are ideal for spilling loose
ruminations. Freddie Gibbs floods the screen with drama—a
police traffic stop that risks turning violent; warning cops about

his personal arsenal—but when he repeats, “The revolution is

LTI the genocide/Look, your execution will be televised,” it feels like

ESGN / ALC / EMPIRE the perfect flip of Gil Scott-Heron’s message for an era when
footage of Black death floods the news. Then Rick Ross rides in to
drop his best guest spot since “Devil in a New Dress” and the message of “Scottie Beam” from the two veteran

rappers couldn’t be clearer: theyre still getting better. -Dean Van Nguyen




