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Saweetie’s music career took off after her self-released song “Icy Girl,” in which
she raps over the familiar beat to Khia’s “My Neck, My Back,” went viral. In 2018,
she signed a record deal with Warner Bros., and last year her single “My Type,”
which samples early-’00s club staple Petey Pablo’s “Freek-A-Leek,” went double-
platinum. Her fans love her tendency to layer her verses over nostalgic anthems;
this month’s “Tap In” samples Too $hort’s “Blow the Whistle” from 2006. Here,
she tells WSJ. about her seafood obsession, adding new merch to her line and
deciding to donate all of the proceeds of her latest fashion collaboration to Black
Lives Matter.

What time do you get up on Mondays, and what’s the first thing you do after
waking up?

Tused to be a late bird but as I'm working from home now, I get up around 7 a.m.
because I enjoy having a full day. I hated waking up around 1 or 2 p.m. and having
the day gone. I wake up around 7 a.m. and then I brush my teeth and wash my
face.

What do you eat for breakfast to start the week off right?

Sometimes I eat doughnuts, sometimes I eat a butter croissant, sometimes I eat
oatmeal. It just depends on how I’'m feeling.

Do you take any vitamins?
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No, girl, but thanks for reminding me. I was talking to my grandma this morning,
and she told me I needed to start taking vitamin D3 to combat coronavirus. I
don’t have it but it’s just good to have vitamins in your body.

How do you boot up for Monday? Caffeine?

Ilove coffee. I used to think that coffee was all hype. My friends would drink it
and I would be like, I don’t need caffeine. But now that I work so much, I love
caffeine. [My go-to is] four espresso shots straight.

Do you set an intention for the week?

Ilike to have goals. I actually have my schedule printed off every morning, and
then we checklist it off. I have a really cute binder that I have all my information
in, that’s what I do.

What was it like to release a new single and music video during the pandemic?

It was a little scary because the way we promote music, and “Tap In” is a club
record, we go out and perform it. I think it was a great way to keep our fans’
spirits up, because a lot of things are going on in the world. And while 'm a
realist and while I'm tapped into the culture and the social injustices and the
virus, music is also meant to uplift.

How has being in lockdown affected your work on your new album?
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It’s given me a lot of time. I’ll probably take even more time, only because we’re
trying to figure out how to operate during a pandemic. I was scheduled for an
earlier release but now we’re looking at late summer, early fall.

What about your beauty routine?

Ilove Tatcha. Ilove Ole Henriksen. I love the charcoal face mask from Origins. I
have to wear makeup almost every day because I'm on Zoom calls, I'm shooting
content, so I definitely have to mask at least three times a week.

What’s a funny moment you and [your partner] Quavo have had at home
during quarantine?

We can’t eat next to each other because our elbows hit. He’s a leftie and I'm a
rightie, so that’s something I’ve noticed that’s funny because I like to sit next to
him when I eat.

Are you watching anything good together? TV shows?

No, at the beginning of quarantine I was Netflix ed up, but since I’ve been
working like crazy I haven’t been. Something that I did enjoy watching was
[Netflix supernatural drama] Locke & Key.

Have you been doing any cooking?




image9.png
I’ve been cooking a lot of seafood. I actually have to stop. My grandmother says
I'm going to turn into a fish. Fish has a lot of mercury in it, and I eat fish almost
every day. I love squid, Ilove scallops, I love salmon, I love tuna, Ilove everything
that comes from the ocean: mussels, oysters. So I have to slow down. I’ve been
eating a lot more chicken.

The proceeds from your fashion collection with PrettyLittleThing all go to
Black Lives Matter; was that your decision?
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It was a collaborative decision. I was releasing something during a time when my
community, our country, was in a political crisis so we were trying to figure out,
how can we give back? I’'m really happy that PrettyLittleThing stepped up to the
plate. It was definitely a collaborative idea. [We’ve raised] $150,000.

Iliked your Maxim cover story where you discussed the importance of being a
businesswoman while pursuing a creative career. How has that business lens
affected your outlook during the pandemic?

I’'ve definitely been trying to come up with creative ways of making money. As
artists, we make a big portion of our money from our shows. So if we’re not
doing shows, what are we doing? Merch. So I've just been trying to come up with
cool ideas. I actually am having a merch meeting today. It’s hella cute: I've got
tube tops, sweatsuits, schoolgirl skirts, a lot of cool things.

What’s one piece of advice you’ve gotten that’s guided you?

Go out there and get it, girl. You have to. As artists, we’re put in vulnerable
positions: our craft, our music, our space. We’re vulnerable to criticism, but
sometimes you have to avoid what the critics are going to say. Just go out and get
it, girl.

How has the experience of quarantine shifted your perspective?
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Ijust think of humanity. I think it’s crazy that some people are arguing about
masks. The fact that some people’s priority is to stop wearing masks shows you
that a lot of work needs to be done.

This interview has been edited and condensed.
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WSJ. MAGAZINE | MY MONDAY MORNING
Rapper Saweetie Thinks You’re
“Crazy” If You Don’t Wear a Mask

The 26-year-old “Tap In” star says: “The fact that some people’s
priority is to stop wearing masks shows you that a lot of work needs to
be done.”
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In our series My Monday Morning, self-motivated people tell WSJ. how they start
off the week.

At the beginning of quarantine, Saweetie’s fans thought it was funny that she
was getting dressed up while staying inside her home in Los Angeles. “Looking
good for yourself is the best thing,” says the 26-year-old rapper, “so I don’t care
if 'm not going to a club, I don’t care if I'm not going to a party, I don’t care if I'm
not going to be seen.” She started a call-and-response with her social media
followers to get them to show off their looks too.
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“PRETTY GIRL TAP IN,” she’ll announce on Twitter and Instagram Live. (Her
latest single is called “Tap In,” and her forthcoming album will be titled Pretty
B*tch Music.) Her fans reply with selfies and outfit pictures, and she retweets
them with positive commentary. Her call-outs have celebrated college graduates,
cereal lovers and, on Father’s Day, dads. During a time when celebrities are more
likely to market products to their fans on social media than to chat with them,
it’s an unusually personal routine.




