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SAWEETIE IS
THE OG \CY GIRL
The Bay Area apper shares how she.
defines her frosty trademark and what it
means to put on for her Filipino heritage.
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famonté Harper, better known as Saweeti, had been
‘working since 5 4.m. when | spoke to her on a Friday
afiemoon n October. She sidshe wastied —the young,
rapper had been taveling nonstop fo weeks— bt for
Savectic, hard work i nothing new.

She was born and aised in the Bay Area and then moved 10 LA, where
she it gamercd social media fame in 2017 for her car raps:short,candid
clips of her casully apping over a hip-hop nstrumental in the driver's
sea. I you go back far enough on her Instagram, you can sillfind the.
She posted these videos oten, showing off her smooth style and lyricism
with intricately witen verses and a playfal fow.

‘The single “ICY GRL” Saweeti’ introduction to the mainsiream, was
o from one of theseclips. Now, wo years lter, that music video boxsts
more than 86 millon views on YouTube. In that time, the half Black,
halfFilipina rapper eleased two EPs, performed another hit single, "My
Type”atthe 2019 BET awards, and sarted a romanic relationship with
Migos rapper Quavo. Saeeic chalks up ot ofthis success o her work
ethic, and her dedication to keep growing regardless of what obstacles
stand in her way.

Despite her rapid rse o fame in the past year, the 26year-old remains
humble and is more focused than evs. And as 2019 comes to an end,
Saweeic’son theprecipiceof becoming a household name. For her, thats
only the beginning.

VICE: Could you tell me a bit bout how you got started rapping?
Samectic: A lite il | originall wanted to be a singer, bat | couldnt
sing lke that {laughu] 5o those dreams ded very as. But | always loved
expressing myself: v been witng poety since | was 14 years od. [ was
kind of introverted with my fclings —'m cool to socialize; tha’s another
thing.—but | expres myslfbest on paper.

‘What inspired you tostart incorporating masic into your poctry?
For me, i like, witng poetry [with] no beat i cool. You'e abl o create
the beatin your head. Butonce  realized tha hip-hop s basically pocty
over abeat, that's what got my atiention. | fecl like rap s justpoety in i
form. And there’s diflrent flows, dificrent songs, dffrent ways you can
‘compliment a beat, s that what kind of drew e to hip-hop.

Soitfelt lke a natural progression,lke taking an existing rhythm and

‘bringing it to life.

By

Dhivein the Bay Area for  while, but I think it ealy rar tosee such
2 big rapper of any kind—cspecially a woman—come out of the Bay.
Has being from there influenced your work?

1 get that question ot and | don't think | havethe propes way to answer
t.Bay Area people ar reallyinto being unique. We'e into being creatve
and coming up with our own ideas. We're hellafly and downto<arth. So
fee ke that (the energy] 1 bring from just being fom thre. | eference
Mac Dre in "My Type: jus taking dope lines and dope ways from the
grcats o the Bay. | think thats where | grab my influcnce from.

1elt that too when I was ot there,like no one in the Bay realy cares
about wht's trendy, or ool in the mainstream.

Bay natives are 50 artistc because we express oursves through being
creative—whether its dancing, ainting, syling rap, or music in gencral.
The Bay i just such a melting pot fordifevent creatives, period.

‘What inspired you to go to the University of Southem California for
school then?
‘Well, 1 didn't want to go to college (Laughs]. | went to high school

in Sacramento,
went to San Diego State and transferred to USC "cause | wantet
bein LA. | wanted 1o be by the music, o be discovered —thar's
tansfered schools.

Fhad s0 much anxiety, and ] was s strssed out cause | really
bein LA. One of my homegirls was an English maior, 50 shed proofe
all my transfer leters and spplicaions for me.

165 super stressul because it's compeitive, too.
s il cllng he i e mybe ik e oo b

week,just sking them hell questionsto make sure verything;

fcellike it really showsoff your work ethic, which I know you've
alot about before.

Fim very passionate and F'm very driven when I'm inferested

1 dontstop unél | get it

‘When did you decide that you wanted to do masic fo real?
‘When I was in high school, which is why I didn't want o g0 o co
because rappersare always talking about dropping out and not
o school and making it with that. That’ why I thought . Cole was
wassill dropping mistapes Th

dope, because he went 0 school
was veryinspring.

As n Asian American, | think it’s awcsome that you advocate for bel
halfAsian, Has that impacted your music in any way?
‘Sometmesatmy shows my fans will bing  Filipin flag because my
is Filpino. But | thik it impacted my fans because I fee like t
never eally been asuper poppin’ Asan female rapper. Aot of Asian
dentify with me, And | feel ke its my job tojust make them fel
make them feelincluded, which is why | dop references here and
tolt them know where | come from.

Do any facets of Filipino culture show up in your work or proces
Mostyi's my mom —she Asian,she  tiger mom, so growing up sh wr
always make me do suff until t was perfect. | think thats [where 1)
[my drive], making sure everything is perfect and going over every |
detail because my mom was really hard on me as a kid with ho
and projects

Twantto shifta bit nd talk sbout the “ley” movement, “ley Girl”
outin 2017, and it realy started putting you on the map. What
being an “lcy Girl” mean?

Alotof people think thatbeing “icy”is having all this jewelry and cloh

‘And on topofthat, she’s unapologetic. | know sometimes | get
fordoing things that are “off brand.” but I think the dope thing abor
brand i that | don' box myselfin. So | might do suffthat might
people, but you can'

Tk thats whatan ey

Tove that part sbout being unapologetic, because 1 think that wo
can be o reacivetocrticism because we get it 0 ofen.

cism, when you poppin', that’s what comes with the teritory. S0 f yout
handle the heat, gt ut the kitchen. But ifyou're going o be poppin’
you'e going 0 be in the kitchen.
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I MIGHT DO STUFF THAT
MIGHT SHOCK PEOPLE, BUT
YOU CAN'T BLOCK ME. \'M
GONNA DO WHATEVER |
WANT. SO | FEEL LIKE THAT'S
WHAT AN “ICY GIRL"” IS—A
BOSS-ASS, INDEPENDENT-
ASS WOMAN.

Does the erticism ever get to you?
T'm a human. So sometimes I o take things personal and want to fight
{{aughs), but 1 can't argue with everybody. | fee ike its important for me
o work on my menta toughness, because at the end of the day, I choose
whee I send my energy.

Doyoufeel ke you're more heavilyscruinized because you're a woman?
Lihink women in hiphop have a history ofjust being scrtinized, priod.
If you'e doing something wrong, you' never gonna have the benefit of
the doubt. Butif youre doing something right, then ifslike, O how s she
geting this? or How i he geting that Its unfortunate that women are put
in that positon, but I felTke hard work pays of. And lomgviy. An being
constant—the memryofgreatwork. When you do tha, people ucking shut
up.So thats what I want to do, keep putting out great, bomb-as content.

You've been collaborating with some other dope female artists, ike City
Girls and Jhené Aiko. Are you planning on doing more of that?

For my next poject, Lam. [ very stingy with my records—I love writing
tothe whole beat and finishing the whole song, But I think forthis EF, I'm
going to collaborate more. There arc some artist | have in mind.

Can you tell us anything about the new record?
We were actually planning to rlease an album but | feel there’s # litle
bit mor... atistsoul searching that I need to do before I elease a body
of work like an album.

Are youstill working on finding your sound?
Finding a sound s constant: You know, as an ats, I fec lke theres
two ways: There's inding your sound when people hear something
that teminds them of you, and then once you find that sound, there
arc other sounds you can add. 1 feel like I'm sl in tht irs stage, but
T'm geting close to finding what my sound i, what my purpose s, what

my mission is—what | want to represent as a woman, as an artst, and
justas a person.

S0it's more about coming into who you ae as  person and presenting
that back out as Saweeti.

Definitely. These lasttwo EPs have taught me what ke, what | didn't
like, and one thing that | eally want to focus on is purpose. Because you
know, ' known a3  bombass, independent woman —that's what comes
across in my music. Butthere's much more to my brand tha that So I'm
just iguring out wha these things are, but empovering men and women
through my music is what | aim to do. Thaf' o ofthe main things people
take away from listening to my songs.

What do you have planned for 20207
Feellike the foundation has been made in music. People know me as an
artist, OK, gret. But theres more to me than just musc. 've been acting;
Tm o full episodes o this recurring seris. I'm super excited about that,
Tooking at a couple movies. We have my business ventures. | just did a
collaboration with PretyLitl Thing for fashion. I have another coming
ot 00n for my own beatyline.

My brand is more than music. It umbrellas so many different avenues
that 'm interested in—and I think that's what’s so cool about music and
why s such a blessing. I've always been interesed in these things, but
music has opened the doors toallow me to o [them]

You're right it so much bigger than the music. Ifs giving you the
access to be able to come into your full potential.

And T think what’sso cool about my brand isthat ke, college girs, Asian
gil,girls from the Bay,girl from Sacrament, girl who can identify with
me—Ijust make them fellike they can do#t, too.Soif I'm making myself
happy and inspring ofher women to make them feellike they can do it
too, 'm proud. ez
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