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“Chika is one of the most exciting new rappers of her generation.”– Who What Wear
 
https://www.whowhatwear.com/emerging-musicians-2020
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For people discovering you for the first time, how would you describe your point of view

as arapper?

I'm the type of rapper who grew up seeing rap as a sport with artists competing via pen and not

always through the charts. Skill over popularity will always sum up my point of view.

Your new album, Industry Games, is here. Congratulations! Can you tell us the meaning

behind the album title?

Industry Games refers to the tactics and gimmicks used and expected from artists by the world and

the industry. I'm refusing to partake and play them. I'm gonna do this how I want to.

‘What personal experiences did you draw on for this album?

All of the album is personal experiences. The entire thing. Each song is a different story from either
2019 or just in general. Leaving the internet title behind, meeting Jay-Z, dealing with hate, losing a

friend. The EP is quite literally a diary.

What do you hope listeners take away from Industry Games?

I hope listeners remember what it’s like to feel and communicate. Dealing with emotions is hard.
Life, in general, is hard. It’s easy to brush past things. My project attacks my demons head-on while

being transparent about not always feeling great. We need to be more honest as people.
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As an artist who isn’t afraid to speak her mind, what are the issues that matter to you most

at this moment?

Self-care, mental health, and communication are at the top of my list of important issues right now.
We're locked down.

Who are the artists who influence you?

No one currently influences me. As artists, I think we're weird about that at some point. I like to feel
original, even if I find out it’s not after [ make it. But growing up, it was Wale, J. Cole, and in recent

years, Mac Miller.

What has been a monumental moment in your music career thus far?

Going to Paris and performing at Hotel De Ville. Crazy.

When you are feeling creatively stunted, where do you go or what do you do to get

inspiration?
[ take a little nap and try not to force it. If 'm blocked, it’s for a reason.
How would you describe your stage style?

My stage style is really casual. I have to be comfortable. Maybe one day, I'll be extra, but for now,

gimme some joggers and a nice regal coat.
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‘While on tour, what are the three pieces you can’t live without?

[ haven’t been on tour yet! But I think it would be my favorite baggy jumper, my favorite joggers,

and a comfortable pair of sneakers.
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CELEBRITY —— APR 16, 2020

These On-the-Rise Musicians Are Getting
Me Through Quarantine

by JESSICA BAKER f @ ~ D

If the bevy of at-home concerts, Instagram Live D] sessions, and expertly coordinated Zoom
performances are any indication, music is the ultimate unifier during a time of so much isolation and
uncertainty. Now more than ever, the right playlist has the power to get the creative juices flowing,
spark an impromptu dance session (something I highly encourage), give you that extra boost during
a workout, or allow you to lean into a proper cry because, you know, that’s okay too. April has
always been an unofficial music month here at Who What Wear, and while we'll have to save our
festival content for later, I couldn’t think of a better time to bring back our Fresh Faces in Music

portfolio.
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I'd argue it’s a very exciting time for music. We're seeing a wave of new artists launching their own
careers on platforms like Instagram and TikTok, young musicians injecting new life into classic
genres, and established names redefining themselves. The talent pool is definitely getting larger,
which is great for avid listeners like myself, but today I want to turn the spotlight on a select group
of female musicians who are not only changing the industry for the better but giving me life during

this quarantine.

These are the artists on my radar right now.
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WHO: Chika

WHAT: A vulnerable and politically charged lyricist out of Alabama who landed on many one-to-
watch lists in 2018 after calling out Kanye West’s support of Donald Trump with a poetic freestyle.
Since then, her ascension in the music business has been swift, but trust—this is no flash-in-the-pan
artist. Chika is one of the most exciting new rappers of her generation, and her heartfelt and honest
approach has earned her praise from industry giants and celebrity fans alike. Her debut EP Industry
Games has been on repeat fueling my long WFH days.

WEAR: Comfort with a capital C.




