“[Baby Tate] smoothly shifts between rapping and singing.” - NPR
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Heat Check Roundup: Stormzy, GloRilla
and Cardi B, SiR and more

September 29, 2022 - 5110 PM ET

The Heat Check playlist returns in a new form. In the two years since the last edition a
lot has changed, and Heat Check has changed, too, but the steady stream of fresh
songs never stops, and we still long to meet the demand. The section was originally
created to emphasize bubbling and undiscovered acts, and while the rebooted playlist
aims to stay true to that mission, it also embraces new music more broadly. In its new
form, Heat Check is more of a menagerie — a roundup of notable songs curated by

hip-hop and R&B enthusiasts from around NPR Music.

Whether it's throwbacks from Baby Tate and FLO or loosies from OT7Quanny and
jaydes, this week's Heat Check playlist gathers songs from across the spectrum: a
grime king retaking his throne, Cardi B signal boosting one of the summer's most
exciting newcomers, and cuts from other risers, stalwarts and covert stars.



Baby Tate, "Ain't No Love”

Over an interpolation of Ciara's '04 bop with Ludacris, "Oh," Baby Tate reimagines
Usher's "Love in This Club" for the modern independent baddie. Resurrecting the
trance-like hip-pop sounds of that era, she smoothly shifts between rapping and
singing in this final tease to her upcoming double-sided mixtape, Mani/Pedi, an
exploration of both modes. With 2Chainz as a laidback foil for Luda, the track is
definitely as sauced as his syrup-drenched pancakes in the late-night-diner-turned-

club-set music video. — Gabby Bulgarelli
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