
AZ CHIKE BIO 2025: 
Sometimes progress happens slowly, other times it comes all at once. For Az Chike 
— one of the most talented rappers in a city full of them — both sides of this 
maxim have proven true. Long considered one of the most promising young 
lyricists in Los Angeles, the athletic MC recently saw his profile explode almost 
overnight. Following a breakout cameo on ScHoolboy Q’s Blue Lips album, he 
delivered a standout performance at Kendrick Lamar’s The Pop Out: Ken & 
Friends concert on Juneteenth 2024, further cementing his place in L.A.'s rap 
lineage. He was later featured on “Peekaboo,” a highlight from Kendrick Lamar’s 
blockbuster 2024 set GNX, which not only became a fan favorite but also earned a 
spot in Kendrick's setlist for his Super Bowl LIX halftime performance in February 
2025. That pair of eight-bar verses, simultaneously sinister and playful, are a 
perfect microcosm for Chike’s versatile and increasingly personal music. But 
they’re just the tip of an iceberg soon to be revealed.    
Now, as he preps his debut album, No Rest for the Wicked (Warner Records), Chike 
is ready to give listeners another side of himself. “I’m getting better at showing 
vulnerability,” he says, “letting people know who I am instead of just making the 
club bangers or the shoot-em-up, bang-bang shit. I can’t be the rapper’s rapper if I 
can’t tell my own story through the music.” The LP, which moves seamlessly 
between aggressive, kinetic material and songs that tap those autobiographical 
veins, is both a summation of the unmissable work he’s been doing for nearly a 
decade and a clear transition into a bold new era.   
Chike was born in 1995 and grew up in South Central, initially near the 
intersection of Figueroa and 86th, by the 110 freeway. “That’s where I learned to 
ride a bike, tie my shoes,” he says. “My family was affected by the crack epidemic 
on both sides, with family members using and others selling.” As his family’s 
circumstances stabilized, they moved throughout L.A. County—spending time 
in different parts of South Central before relocating to Watts, Compton, and 
Long Beach. Experiencing the city from so many angles gave Chike a unique 
perspective on its diverse subcultures, a quality reflected in his music. His ability 
to move fluidly between styles has kept him on the cutting edge, even as L.A.’s rap 
scene continues to evolve at a rapid pace. 
 


