Ugandan prodigy Suubi makes you feel the ache of secondhand heartbreak. The 22-year-old
singer/songwriter/producer/multi-instrumentalist has so far worked out of his bedroom, creating
soulful, richly textured work that feels like eavesdropping on hushed conversations. His lyrics
are plain-spoken truths and his dynamic production intensifies the story, but the steady hum
coursing through the background of every song is hope — which is, in fact, what his name
means in the Bantu language of Luganda. Recently signed to Warner Records and Free Lunch,
the self-taught, Maryland-based artist is the architect of his aural universe — a sound rooted in
modern R&B but driven by guitars, atmosphere, and rhythms that vacillate between Afrobeats
and 808s, while his gravely vocal tone speaks of hard revelations that only an unwavering faith
can mend. All of that comes to bear on his stunningly heartfelt debut single, “Growth.” As the
son of jazz musician Isaiah Katumwa, Suubi’s path to now began at home tinkering on the
piano, but his true music immersion happened at church. Joining choir at age 12 (and eventually
leading it) gave him access to drums and guitars (acoustic, electric, bass), and he experimented
freely. By 2021, after moving Stateside, he was covering his influences (Drake, Frank Ocean, et
al.) on YouTube while shaping the songs we’re just now getting to hear. Already, Suubi’s
superpower is clear: with vulnerability, he turns every would-be weakness into quiet strength.



