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ON HIS FEARLESS, GENRE-OBLITERATING SLIM. EP
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November 21, 2025 (Los Angeles, CA)  – Today, acclaimed alt-pop rulebreaker Rook Monroe
releases his strikingly bold new EP, SLIM., a genre-obliterating tour de force and an open call to
dive fearlessly into the chaos of human existence. Across eight surprising tracks, the singer,
rapper, songwriter, and producer leads an aggressive exploration of self and sound infused with
punky energy and psychedelic undercurrents. Listen HERE via Blueprint / Warner Records .

In the center of SLIM.’s sonically swirling tracklist is the before-now unheard “ Mugshot,” a synth-
pop dream with the breezy feel of a top-down drive down the highway at night. Glistening keys
meet galactic grooves as Rook explores the push and pull of public attention and its uneasy
relationship with authenticity: “Picture perfect pretty much every time / Perfect's  such a sacrifice /
So what do you do… when they look at you... / Pose for the camera, baby.” 

Rook previously shared an array of SLIM. songs that speak to the EP’s range. The project opens
with lead-off single “i don’t wanna be you. ,” a rallying cry for individuality both lyrically and
musically that remakes Good Charlotte’s early-2000s pop-punk classic “The Anthem” into
something entirely new — and which rightly inspired Respect My Region  to write, “The fact that
Rook Monroe can shape-shift from soul crooner to punk-rock poet to rap sniper within a single
song is what sets him apart. He’s not just genre-bending — he’s emotionally genre-busting.”

After that came the raucous, high-voltage “ Brrrt,” a brash rap heater with an unshakable hook —
“Brrrt. Who that callin’ me? / Leave me alone, I don’t want no talkin’.”  — that spawned two music
videos exploring different avenues of Rook’s vision: the surreal “Sitcom Version” and the gritty
“Grunge Version.” Fans were most recently treated to the trippy existential cool-down “ Fever,”
which LADYGUNN called “calm, fluid, and hypnotic,” while METAL Magazine wrote, “Rook
Monroe keeps stretching the boundaries of alt-pop until they nearly disappear.”

SLIM. makes good on that claim, freely mixing up punk, pop, synth, rap, rock, R&B, funk, and
alternative in seemingly endless configurations while Rook’s own vocals traverse rich melodies,
terse bars, spoken snippets, wild adlibs, and even DIY sound effects. His lyrics similarly span
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heartfelt poetry, pop-cultural references, deep soul-searching, abstract observations, and trash
talk alike. The EP closer, “kaleidoscope” delivers the perfect line to sum up his utterly unique,
completely uninhibited approach: “Life is messy, I got this kaleidoscope I see it through.”

Born in Chicago and now entrenched in Los Angeles’ creative undercurrent, Rook built his
reputation writing and producing for Rihanna (“Desperado”), The Chainsmokers, Jeremih,
Aminé, and others before carving his own lane. With breakout moments like 2020’s “ Honey”
(from his independent project Californialand) and 2024’s “L’Eggo MY EGO” with 1999 WRITE
THE FUTURE, he’s already earned over 29M global streams. With SLIM. out now, Rook
Monroe is fully unleashed, standing at the intersection of rebellion and revelation — a sonic
voyager channeling chaos, divinity, and déjà vu into every note. Stay tuned for more to come.

Rook Monroe, SLIM.
1. “i don’t wanna be you.”
2. “Polaroid”
3. “Brrrt”
4. “in my feelings”
5. “Mugshot”
6. “Fever”
7. “Space Freaks”
8. “kaleidoscope”
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About Rook Monroe
Rook Monroe embraced his creativity by happenstance, and has since become a sought after
songwriter and producer for the likes of Rihanna, The Chainsmokers, Aminé, Jeremih, and more.
As a solo artist, he’s accrued nearly 30 million global streams from his 2020 debut project
Californialand alone. He’s set to embark on a new musical chapter with Warner Records for his
upcoming EP, a multi-track opus blending elements of R&B, hip-hop, and punk. Rook’s journey
begins in Chicago and his intrepid nature inspired him to move throughout Southern California as
well as Miami, where he wrote “Somebody” for Natalie La Rose. The song’s success made him
realize he had found his calling and Rook has since collaborated with a who’s who of artists,
employing a process focused on specificity. That innovation carries over into his latest EP, where
beat switches and vocal theatrics lurk around every corner. His July single “i don't wanna be you.”
leans into elements from Good Charlotte’s “The Anthem,” but abruptly switches into him rapping
with a slight snarl about his singularity. On “Brrrt,” he rhymes with a stilted swagger about his
journey “from livin’ with my moms to tattoos on my arm,” first atop a beguiling synth melody, then
hypnotic flute play. Elsewhere on the EP, flourishes of rap, R&B, trap, hip-hop, funk, electronic,
and lo-fi coalesce to create a captivating soundscape. The bold songs are an example of what
Monroe has been cooking up lately. He’s devoted to creating music, solo or otherwise, that
compels emotion from listeners and reflects the seriousness of his craft. 
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