
AMERICANA /ROOTS FLAGBEARERS THEO LAWRENCE AND MELISSA
CARPER RELEASE UPBEAT VINTAGE WESTERN COLLABORATION

“DAT AIN’T RIGHT” AVAILABLE NOW VIA WARNER RECORDS

LISTEN HERE

THEO LAWRENCE ON TOUR NOW

SPECIAL DUETS SHOWS IN NASHVILLE OCTOBER 27 & NEW YORK CITY
NOVEMBER 6

(Press photo HERE - Photo Credit: Aisha Golliher)

October 10, 2025 (Los Angeles)  — International singer-songwriter force Theo Lawrence and
acclaimed roots music journeywoman Melissa Carper team for the second time. “ Dat Ain’t
Right,” a tart slice of vintage western swing, delivers their cerebral brand of roots music with
irony, pluck and musicianship. Out now via Warner Records, music lovers and aficionados can
listen HERE.

With Lawrence hitting the road this fall for a U.S. tour, supporting rockabilly-punk legends Stray
Cats and Seattle singer-songwriter Dean Johnson, a pair of very special duets showcases have
been strategically placed so tastemakers in Nashville can experience the euphoria, twang’n’tang
of  the chemistry and combustion Carper and Lawrence create. In Nashville, the pair will
headline Skinny Dennis on October 27 and tuck into the newly anointed roots boite Lucinda’s
in New York City on November 6. Click HERE for ticket and tour information.

“Dat Ain’t Right” delivers the sweep and punch of classic Western swing that would fill a honky
tonk dance floor in 1955, 1995 or 2025. Paired up, Carper and Lawrence, an unlikely coupling,
have the time of their life trading barbs and bon mots about being done wrong as they swap lines
in a he-sings, she-sings break-up song for the ages.

“You went out of town with your hillbilly band,”  she sings tartly, and he replies with equal
measure, “I caught her kissin’ on another man.”  Obvious conclusions bring them together for a
refrain: “You gotta find you a baby that’ll treat you right… ’cuz dat ain’t right!”  

Lawrence’s rich tone, evocative of Conway Twitty, Mel Torme and Ray Price, is the perfect
contrast to Carper’s more raw, straight to the gut vocal. The juxtaposition mix’n’matches perfectly
as an upright bass and drums shuffle underneath some tasty solo breaks for fiddle, electric, and
steel guitar.

On the heels of last month’s Carper/Lawrence single “All Fifty States,” marking Lawrence’s
Warner Records debut, America was introduced to a truly global partnership of single-minded
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artists united in their devotion to classic country styles. That duet also captures a similar back-
and-forth dynamic, with Carper and Lawrence having polemic desires – except for each other; if
he wants to see the world, she wants to just stay in their shared adopted hometown of Austin,
Texas. Strikingly warm and slightly hilarious in its disagreement, the pair’s approach to tuneful,
and timeless music has defined Lawrence and Carper’s solo careers – and fuels a partnership
that brings to mind Porter Wagoner and Dolly Parton, George Jones and Tammy Wynette and
especially Loretta Lynn and Conway Twitty at their cheekiest.

Recorded at The Bomb Shelter Studio in Nashville, Tennessee, “Dat Ain’t Right” also celebrates
the pair's wildly divergent back stories, establishing two very different paths and voices, brought
together by their love and devotion to traditional American music.  

Before arriving in Austin, the Paris-born and raised Lawrence moved from early punk fervor to
earn a reputation as one of France’s most beloved stylists — a singular artist whose deep
reverence for classic country songcraft embraced an aesthetic straight from an golden era of
crooners including Charlie Rich, Twitty and Price. In 2023, he moved to Texas to get closer to the
source of the Americana he’s loved deeply.

Carper also embodies that music and culture wholly. Austin-by-way-of-Arkansas, Carper is
known for exceptionally evocative vocals, sharp lyrics, and prowess on the double bass.
Nicknamed “Hill-Billie Holiday” by friend and collaborator Chris Scruggs, Carper has cemented
her reputation as one of roots music’s most authentic and compelling voices in 2024 with her
acclaimed 2024 release Borned In Ya.

Borned In Ya delivers a decade of Carper’s adroit sense of what makes country country; 2021’s
Daddy’s Country Gold   was produced by 3x Grammy-nominated Dennis Crouch and Ramblin'
Soul was named one of Rolling Stone’s Best Country Albums of 2022. Born into a music-
making family, she immersed herself in a home record collection that was built around Hank
Williams Sr., Loretta Lynn, Patsy Cline, Ray Charles, Johnny Cash, Elvis Presley, and more. All
of these influences figure prominently she’s made since on her own and as a member of the
roots-supergroup Wonder Women of Country with Kelly Willis and Brennen Leigh. 

Lawrence’s songcraft draws on an intoxicating mix of western swing, ’60s pop, classic soul and
rockabilly swagger. A rarity not just in his native France but everywhere, his sound delivers the
stuff of AM radio in the middle of the 20th century. Whether his self-released 2023 Chérie,
recorded just outside of Austin with producer Billy Horton (Charley Crockett) and steel guitarist
Dave Biller, or his 2024 indie release, Pickin’ & Singin’ , a more stripped-down acoustic offering
that further demonstrates his songwriting prowess and vocal charm, Lawrence offers a musical
dexterity that intrigues. More recently, Lawrence’s hipster/Bakersfield dust up “California Poppy”
has been generating a groundswell as people discover, share and create a momentum driven by
word of mouth.  Click HERE to view the video. 

After playing a pivotal role in reviving interest in country music across Europe, Lawrence brought
his compelling live shows to America. Playing some of the biggest stateside stages, including
Austin City Limits, Louisville’s Bourbon & Beyond, North Carolina’s Merlefest, Texas’ Luck
Reunion, Oregon’s Pickathon, and — last month — the State Fair of Texas’ mainstage in  Dallas.
Always seeking to expand his world, Lawrence has recently been writing with Nashville
Songwriter Hall of Fame icons  - spotted -  Bill Anderson (Ray Price, Connie Smith, Lefty
Frizzell) and Dan Penn (Aretha Franklin, Solomon Burke, Otis Redding). 

Theo Lawrence OnTour Now:
# with Melissa Carper
* supporting Stray Cats
^ supporting Dean Johnson

Oct 27 – Nashville, TN @ Skinny Dennis # - Special Duets show
Oct 28 – Louisville, KY @ The Louisville Palace *
Oct 29 – Indianapolis, IN @ Murat Theatre *
Oct 31 – Columbus, OH @ Mershon Auditorium *
Nov 01 – Gary, IN @ Hard Rock Casino *
Nov 02 – Cleveland, OH @ Beachland Ballroom
Nov 04 – Morristown, NJ @ Mayo Performing Arts Center *
Nov 05 – Westbury, NY @ The Flagstar at Westbury Music Fair *
Nov 06 – New York, NY @ Lucinda’s #  - Special Duets show
Nov 09 – Port Chester, NY @ The Capitol Theatre *
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https://open.spotify.com/album/1tAHKKVtfZ7eQWfbKXqIMZ?go=1&nd=1&dlsi=d7f38afc0f2747d9
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Nov 12 – St. Louis, MO  @ The Golden Record
Nov 13 – Kansas City, MO  @ Uptown Theater *
Nov 16 – Phoenix, AZ @ Celebrity Theatre *
Nov 17 – Los Angeles, CA @ The Lodge Room ^
Nov 18 – San Francisco, CA @ The Chapel ^
Nov 20 – Portland, OR @ Revolution Hall ^
Nov 21 – Seattle, WA @ Showbox ^

(Hi-res cover art HERE)
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For Theo Lawrence, please contact: 
National: Rick Gershon |

Rick.Gershon@warnerrecords.com
Regional/Tour: Rania Akbar |

Rania.Akbar@warnerrecords.com

For Melissa Carper, please contact:
Susan Hamilton at Brooklyn Basement |

susan@brooklynbasement.co

Warner Records | 777 S Santa Fe Ave | Los Angeles, CA 90021 US

Unsubscribe | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WnY356T8V-bFLV1bO1-l8_9Xr6UpmUIk/view
https://www.theolawrence.net/
https://www.facebook.com/theolawrencemusic/
https://www.instagram.com/bettercalltheo/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCclTdPbe_ru5iXlUNdlxK5w
https://open.spotify.com/artist/28eXJYBZVGDRy1c7j4dIw2?si=4jmsA9_ZQzqiIza45zkuNw
https://www.melissacarper.com/
https://www.facebook.com/melissacarpermusic/
https://www.instagram.com/melissacarpermusic/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/@melissa.carper
https://open.spotify.com/artist/1VA93XBE8WfC2Nbe8xNLRX
mailto:Darren.Baber@warnerrecords.com
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice



