Lucky Daye has always been an artist in motion. Long celebrated as one of modern R&B’s most
meticulous craftsmen — balancing technical precision against emotional depth — the GRAMMY
Award-winning singer, songwriter, and producer has spent years expanding the boundaries of
the genre while redefining his own artistry. But with his fifth album, ALOUD, that movement is
freer than ever as he approaches the music like a veteran ball player does in the off-season.
The New Orleans-born, Los Angeles-based musician is still honing his craft — always — but
he’s casting aside expectation, embracing exploration, and simply enjoying the game.

“I've been moving really fast since 2019,” Lucky says. “Life can show you wisdom and my
experiences made me who | am. | grew into being confident and doing what | feel comfortable in
my heart. Being human is fun. | just want people to understand that. Don’t forget about life.”

ALOUD, his first LP on Warner Records, captures the thrill of Lucky letting go and letting loose.
He’s at his most playful, openly yearning to live in the moment and, when that moment calls for
it, unapologetically embracing carnal desire. The title itself plays on the tension between “aloud”
and “allowed,” rejecting the idea that artists need permission (from the industry, peers, or even
themselves) to take musical risks. Lucky wanted to fully lean into the fun of recording, crafting
universally resonant music that can be enjoyed by his core fans and newcomers alike.

As Lucky puts it, “l used to think | wasn't allowed to do a lot of what | wanted, but | realized | had
to allow myself to live ALOUD. Now I'm screaming. There’s just so much heaviness in the world
right now and sometimes people just need to dance, escape for a minute, and allow themselves
to feel free. Honestly, / need that.”

So he’s being the change he wants to see, serving up: instantly magnetic hooks delivered with
effortless, rap-inspired vocal swagger; laidback grooves that shed the intricacy of his previous
work; and lyrics that emphasize nowness while trading the complexities of deep romance for the
charge of late-night love. Taken as a whole, ALOUD is definitive proof that Lucky’s never been
interested in standing still. In fact, the album began taking shape during his travels in Brazil.

Lucky was supposed to be on vacation while awaiting some spec music from collaborators, but
he felt inspiration strike while no one was expecting anything from him. “I hadn’t traveled much
before,” he says. “Finally doing that gave me my first perspective on what constitutes a global
sound. | found myself paying attention to what resonates from America elsewhere in the world
— which words come through, which melodies — and wanted to bring that to my own music.”

His recent creative journey powers the album’s first single, “Nowhere Fast,” produced by
longtime collaborator D’Mile (H.E.R., Bruno Mars). Beneath bouncy 808s and pared-back
synths that reflect Lucky’s new minimalist sound lies a deeper message: sometimes the
quickest way forward is to slow down. “They turn the heat up, they want to make you speed up
now / They want to keep your foot on the gas, foot on the gas / Going nowhere fast,” Lucky
warns.



“My struggle has always been impatience. | tend to go straight to the solution, but it felt like |
was beating a dead horse. | love music so much, and want to share my perspective with the
world, so you can be reminded that what'’s for you is still yours.”

Brilliantly, he also bends the song’s meaning to deliver intimate instruction to a lover. Elsewhere,
the themes are more delightfully overt.

ALOUD is Lucky’s blacktop court — a place for creativity that’s rooted in the unpredictability of
the real world, where you go for that AND1 shot and actually hit it, because even you assumed
it was impossible. He doesn’t ruminate on his next move, get bogged down chasing perfection
in the present, or live in his head dwelling on the past. When the album drops, sure, it's game
day, but, as Lucky notes, “What happens in the off-season, you don’t get to see until now.”

Coming from an artist whose entire career is built on evolution, that couldn’t be more fitting.
Before becoming one of progressive R&B’s defining voices, Lucky discovered his love of music
and natural gift for songwriting as a kid in New Orleans — first in worship and soon in the world
(his stage name is in part inspired by Marvin Gaye). He eventually ventured to L.A. to pursue his
dreams, using his skills to assist artists like Keith Sweat, Ne-Yo, Mary J. Blige, and Ella Mai. He
continued sharpening his pen and earning industry respect before claiming the spotlight himself.

Lucky’s breakthrough debut album, 2019’s Painted, was a seamless blur of classic soul and
experimental production that nabbed four GRAMMY nods, including for Best R&B Album. He
then expanded his sonic universe across his GRAMMY-winning duets EP Table for Two, 2022’s
delectably sultry sophomore set Candydrip, and 2024’s Algorithm LP, which celebrated R&B’s
kaleidoscopic nature with an infusion of guitar, plus cameos from Teddy Swims and RAYE.

Now, ALOUD shows an artist fully trusting himself. Beneath the layers accumulated over the
years — larger-than-life performer, charismatic storyteller, decorated songwriter — is a man
enjoying life on his terms and encouraging listeners to do the same both in the music and how
he made it. “Don’t let anybody silence you or tell you who you’re supposed to be,” says Lucky
Daye. “Say what you want, move how you want, and dance your way through the hard times.”



